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INTRODUCTION.

1 have been asked to write a few prefatory words to this
History of the Grand Army of the Republie.

That society whose watch-words are Fraternity, Charity and
Loyalty — Fraternity so wide-spread as to embrace all who
honored themselves by enlisting in the Union Army; a Charity
so broad as to have included within ifs benefactions sufferers
of every class, and of all sectiors of our countiry; s Loyalty
that maintains * true allegiance to the United States of America
based upon a paramount respect for, and fidelity to, its consti-
tution and laws,” that discountenances * whatever tends to
weaken loyalty, incites to insurrection, treason or rebellion,”
and encourages “the spread of universal liberty, equal rights
and justice to all men,” and which constantly inculcates the
spirit of good-will and friendship for all law-abiding citizens
of our common country, needs no commendation to the readers
of this book. ' '

Comrade Past Commander-in-Chief Beath hardly needs an
introduetion to the public at large, and certainly not to the
members of the Grand Army of the Republie.

" He is well known ss one of the most excellent and valuable
members of our Order. His fitness for this task is beyond
question. No man has more complete knowledge of the aims
and objects of the Grand Army or of the results accomplished

by it. No man is more fully imbued with an ardent love for
i)
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its principles, or is more thoroughly versed in its laws. His
heart is in this work and the result is a history that will give
to the world an intelligent and accurate account of the society
from its birth to the present time.

The members of the Grand Army are to be congratulated
that Comrade Beath has consented to do them this great favor,

Of the necessity of such a history I need not speak—it is
the general opinion throughouf: our membership that the time
has arrived when the annals of the Order should be collated
and imperishably preserved. The work should have, and will
doubtless enjoy, a wide circulation and a permanent popularity,
and will surely go forth with the good wishes of svery loyal
member of the Grand Army of the Republic. -

Fraternally yours,

Qé,u;, Frercliin

i
‘t

PREFACE.

THE comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic have long
cherished a desire to have in permanent form an official history
of the origin and growth of their organization; an organization
whose cardinal prineiples are Frareenrry, Cuarrry and LoyvaLTr.
“With charity for all and malice toward none,” they have gone
on perfecting and strengthening their organizatiou, until it now
stands acknowledged as one of the noblest in its works and pur-
poses of any fraternal and charitable association known.

The records of the Grand Army of the Republic, when trans-
ferred to Adjutant-General Chipman in 1868, were in an imper-
fect condition. He and his successors sought diligently to re-
place missing records and secure reliable data relative to the
institution of the Grand Army, but unfortunately the materials
o gathered, with all the other books and records to that time,

- were destroyed in the disastrous-fire which oceurred in Boston

on Memorial Day, 1872. When serving as Assistant Adjutant-
General of the Department of Pennsyivania, I began collecting

-for my own wuse, duplioites of Genaral Orders and Journals.

Later, when appointed Adjutant-Gieneral of the Qrder, I sought
to secure for National Headguarters missing copies of Orders and
Journals, and was able to Teport to the National Encampment
in 1876, that thirteen full sets of the Journals had been collected
and bound. The announcement of this fact stimulated a desire
for copies, and some seven hundred were printed and issued to
subscribers, These, up to this time, have been practically the
only available records of the National Encampment for the years
above referred to.
A



PrEFACE.

General Fairchild, during his term ag Commander«in-Chief,
strongly urged that I should undertake the work of writing a
History of our organization, and kindly expressed hig intention to
recommend my appointment as Historian of the Grand Army of
the Republic. The National Encampment gave its hearty acqui-
eacence to-the proposition, but Upen my own suggestion I wag

-left free to pursue the work without such official designation.

I fully realized that this was a serious undertaking ; that
it meant the sacrifice for many months, of hours tha should be
devoted to the rest and relaxation necessary, after a day fully
devoied to other duties, and which could not be avoided or
slighted. Oa the other hand, I considered the advantage of the
experience gained in twenty-two years of active work in the ranks

upon me by the Order,

In compiling this History, I deemad it best to treat with
&8s much detail as possible the steps leading to the organization
of the Grand Army of the Republic. In some degres records of
the National Encampment and of the Departments ara available
to ecomrades, but nowhers is there to be found &nY specific record
of the labors of the founders of the Order, These details have
been gathered from many sources, but largely trom Personal in-
tercourse with the survivors of the early days and from valuable
Papers placed in my hands for this Purpaose. Of late years the
Commander-in-Chief has presented in his address a]] the im-
portant matters affecting the organization, which are referred to
in more dstail in the reports of his staff officers, By condensing
these it has been Possible to here present all the important
matters that have been acted upon by the National Encampment
from 1866 to 1888 inclnsive,

It was manifestly impossible to treat of Departments in the
same manner. To concisely Present such details of early organi-
zation as do not appear in the printed records, and to give the
names and the Posts of which they are members, of all wheo
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ed as Department officers, seemed all that could be done in
gerv

this direction. Anything more must be a work to be undertaken

by or for each Department. .
My acknowledgments are especiall)f d1.1e, for pape;;s re Aa. 1:;
to the initial work in Springfield, I'll'lnols, to ‘Comr esh im; P.
North, Geo. 8. Dansa and John M. Adair, and .Mlss Josegt hen-.
E;elund, who has published a Iarge portrait of ]}:;r. ng -
son. Also to Comrades G:orge R. S;‘,e:,ilt(’a],e1\1[1.0 ;I::‘lm ::t?_z;;la;iw;
—ng ) I. N. Coltron, for very valu
to tlliz ﬁr!:;dPost, at Decatur, including lfatte.rs of Dr. S_teghel:;:z
and eopies of the first ritnal and constitution. The m:;y ci: "
comrades who have 8o kindly aided me have my hearty than

It is a special pleasure to say that ?he puin‘sh?rs ]m.v;;nj1 IH-O::
than fulfilled their promise to make this book, in its ?necNanlc
execution, worthy of the Grand Army of the Republic. ot;x;
pense has been spared by them in this re.spect, and I know tha
with this statement all readers will heartily agree.

In closing this work, I eannot better express my a.}-)precin.-
tion of this grand fraternity of ours, than b.y repeating the
words used in my address as Commander-in-Chief:

“We are enjoying, in & land we helped to save, a companion-
ship made sacred by ¢ommon sufferings and sacn.ﬁces. 1

“No other organization on earth can lay c.:Ia.xm to such glo-
rious and precious memories. Let us keep .thls brotherhood t];)-
gether on the highest plane of citizenship and prove to ‘l);l'e
people, North and South, that the Grand .lArmy of the Repud 1:1:
is worthy of their confidence, that it is doing a2 work demande

" by the strongest claims of humanity, and that its objects are in

accord with the purest principles of patriotism.”

W/&
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History & Grand Army of the Republic.

CHAPTER L
PEACE AT LAST,

Ox the fourteenth day of April, 1865, the United States flag,

- which just {our yeara before had been lowered mpon the formal

snrrender of Fort Sumter, was again raised over that fort by
Mhujor-General Robert Anderson, with appropriate ceremonies,
mational in their character and importance.

On the second of April, Jefferson Dayis had made a hurried
departure from Richmond, stopping at Danville to issue a procla-
mation to the effect that the events of the past ten days would
leave the Confederate armies “free to move from point to point,
to strike the enemy in detail far from his base.” Notwithstanding
this, on April 9, General Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of
Northern Virginia to General Grant, and on the 14th General
Joseph E. Johnston opened negotiations for the surrender of his
troops to General Sherman, the details being formally consum-
mated on the 26th of that month.

Mobile had been surrenderad on the 12th to the military and
naval forces under General Gordon Granger, commanding the 13th

e Army Corps, and Rear-Admiral Henry K. Thatcher, commanding

the West Gulf Squadron,
Major-Generals George Stopeman and James H. Wilson were

" leading divisions of cavalry at will through different sections of

the South which had not seriously felt the dire affects of war,
and the last-named general, by a series of dashing movements,
sompletely routed and scattered the cavalry forces of General N.
B. Forrest. A portion of Wilzan’s command, on May 10, captured
the fleeing leader of the Confederacy, Jeferson Davis.

-Pmctica]ly but one large division of the rebel armies then re-
maived in the field, that of the Trans-Mississippi Department,

. under General E. Kirby Smith, who surrendersd, on May 25, to

General E. R. S. Canby, commandin the Military Divisi f
. BR. 8. Y g the Military Division of the
Gult. The rebellion was ended.

3 - £
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SECOND DIVISI ON—Ms,

GRAND ARMY oF TmE Reruspric,

1st Brigade, Brigadie

jor-General George Crook.
r-General Henry E. Dayies (2d New York

Cavalry).

24 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-

Ponnsylvania Cavalry.

3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadiar-

Cavalry,

FIRST DIVISION
New York Cavalry),

1st Brigade, Colonel Pater
2d Brigade,

Cavalry.
Reserve Brigado, Brigadier-
York Dragoons).

Brigadier-

Stagg..
Colonel Charles L

General John Irvin Gregga, 6th

General C. H. Smith, 1st Maine

General Thomas O, Devin (6th

1st Michigan Cavalry.
- Fitzhugh, 6th New York

General Alfred Gibbs (1st New

FIBST DIVISION—Breve

1st Brigade,
2d Brigade,
3d Brigade,

SECOND DIVISION—B
1st Brigads,

Pennsyly

2d Brigade, Colonel H. B, Titus,
THIRD DIVISION—Bre

NINTH ARMY CORPS.
Major-General John G. Parke,

t Major-General O. B,
Colorel Samuel Harriman, 37th w
Brevet Colonel Ralph Ely, 9th Mic
Colonel James Bintliff, 38th Wisco

Wilcox.
isconsin,
higan.
nsin.
rigadier-General 8. G,

Brevet Brigadier-General John
ania.

Griffin,
L

9th New Hampshire.

urtin, 45th

1st Brigade, Colonel A.
2d Brigade, Colonel J.

vet Major-General John F. Hartranft.
B. McCalmaont, 208th Penngylvania.

A. Matthews, 205th Pennsylvanis,

Artillery Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-

New York Heavy Artillery.

FIFTH ARMY

Brevet Major-General

FIRST DIVISION—B
New York).

1st Brigade, Brevet Bri
Pennsylvania,

revet Major-General J. J. Bartlett (27th

gadier-General A. I, Peargon, 155th §

General J, C. Tidball, 4th

CQORPS.

Charles Griffin.




18T DIV.

FIRST COR

2p Dlv,

SECOND CoRps,

2p DIV,

SEVENTH CORPS.

&L

2o DIV,

3o DIV.

1s7 DIV.

THIRD CORPS,

2o DIV,

EIGHTH CORPS..

© 2o DIV.

FOURTH CORPS,

2p DIV,

FIFTH COR

PS,

2o DiV.

TENTH CORPS.

O

20 DIv.

3o DIV.

SIXTH CORPS. -

- ELEVENTH CORPS.

2p DIV.

2v DIV,

TWELFTH AND TWENTIETH CORPS.

®

3o DIV,
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THIRD DIVISION—Brevet M

PEACE AT YLuasT. 5

2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-Gieneral E. M. Gregory, 91st
Pennsylvania.
8d Brigade, Brigadier-General J. L. Chamberlain (20th Maine).

ECOND DIVISION—Major-General R. B, Ayres,

1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Joseph Hayes (18th Massa-
chusetts).

24 Brigade, Colonel D. L. Stanton, 1st Maryland.

8d Brigede, Brevet Brigadier-General James Gwyn, 118th
Pennsylvania,

'HIRD DIVISION—Major-General 8. Wylie Crawford.
1st Brigade, Colonel J. A. Kellogg, 6th Wiseonsin. R
..2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Henry Bagter (2d Michigan).
3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Richard.Coulter, 11th
Ponnaylvania.

BECOND ARMY CORPS

Major-General A. A. Humphreys.

IRST DIVISION—Brevet Major-General Nelson A. Miles.

1st Brigade, Colonel John Frager, 140th Pennsylvania.

2d Brigade, Colonel R. Nugent, 69th New York.

3d Brigade, Bravet Brigadier-Gleneral C, D. MacDougall, 111th
Neow York.

{. 4th Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General John Ramsey, 8th New

Jersey.

‘SECOND DI VISIO N—Brevet Brigadier-General F. C, Barlow,

6lst New York.
1st Brigade, Colonel W. L. (lmstaad, 59th New York,
24 Brigade, Colonel J. P. MecIvor, 170th New York.
8d Brigade, Colonel Daniel Woodall, ist Delaware.

ajor-General Gershom Yott, New -

Jorsey.
1st Brigade, Brigadier-General R. De Trobrisnd (55th
New York). o

24 Brig_ade. Brigadier-General Byron R. Pierce (3d Michigan).

3d Brigade, Brovet Brigadier-General R. MecAllister, 11th
New J, ersey.

Artillery Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. Hazard, 1st Rhode
Island Light Artillery.




GRAND ABMY OF TEHE RepuBLIC.

The NINETEENTE ARuy
ander command of Brigadi
Colonel 70th New York.

The SixTr ArMy Cores h
formally reviewed b
was then commande
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SHERMAN'S ARMY,

Comprising the Army of the Tennessee

was reviewed on May 24,
At the head of the col
Tecumseh Sherman,
e —

and the Army of Georgia,
umn rode Major-General William
accompanied by General O. O, Howard,
ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE
Major-General John A. Logan.

FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPSB.

Major-General William B. Hazen.

FIRST DI V1810 N—Brigadier-Genersl Charles R. Woods (76th

Ohio).
1st Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-Gereral W. B, Woods, 76th
. Ohio.
2d Brigade, Colonel R. F. Catterson, 97th Indiana.
3d Brigade, Colonel Georgs A, Stone, 25th Towa,

SECOND DIVISION—B
Michigan).
1st Brigade, Colonel Theodore Jones, 30th Ohijo,
2d Brigade, Colonel William 8. Joues, 53d Ohio,
3d Brigade, Colonel F. S, Hutehingon, 15th Mich,

FOURTH DIVISION—Brevet Major
6th Towa.

1st Brigade, Brigadier-General Elliot: W_Bice (Tth Towa),
2d Brigade, Brigadier-General W. T, C

lark, Jowa.
3d Brigade, Colonel Rich&rdmtt, 7th Illinois.

Artillery Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Ross.
—

rigadier-General J, M. Oliver (15th

-General John M. Corse,

PrEAcE AT Last.

SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

Major-General Frank P. Blair, Jr.

IRST DIVISION—Brigadier-General Manning F. Force (20th
hio). ]

1at %:;gi)ule, Brigadier-General John W, Fuller (27th 0]:11'0).

21 Brigule, Brigadier-General John W, S:Ergg. ue (63d O]n-o). )

8d Brigude, Brevet Brigadier-General John Tillson, 10th Illinois.

1'THIIILI') DIVISION—Brevet Major-General M. D. Leggett (78th
Ohio.) ) Ohio)
Brigade, Brigadier-General Charles Ewing ( -
;StBrzgzude, Brigadier-General Robert K. Scott (68th Ohio).

FOURTH DIVISION—Brevet Major-General Giles A Smith
8th Misaouri). )
: lst(Briga.de, Brigadier-General B. F. Potts (32d Ghio). o
2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Carlos J. Stolbrand (2d Tllinois
Artillery). ‘
3d B:igude, Brigadier-General W. W. Belknap (15th Iowa).

Artillery, Major Fred. Welker, 1st Missouri Light Artillery.

... ARMY OF GEORGIA.
Majoi--Genét}xl Héhfy W. Slocum, New York.

. IWENTIETH ARMY CORPS, °
~ Major-General Joseph A. Mower, _

FIRST DIVISION - Brevet Major-General A. S. Willisms,
Michigan, o )

1sé Brigafle, Brevet Brigadier-General James L. Selfridgs, 46th
Pennsylvania. .

21 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General William E_awlex, 3d
Wisconsin, ) )

3d Brigade, Brigadier-General J. 8. Robinson (82d 0]110).

SECOND DIVISION _Brevet Major-General John W. Geary
{28th Pennsylvania). ;
1st Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General A. Pardee, Jr., 14Tth
Pennsylvania,
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24 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Gaorge W. Mindel, 834
New Jersey.
3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadior-General Henry A. Barnum, 149th

New York.
THIRD DIVISION—Brevet Major-General W. T. Ward, Ken-
tucky.
1st Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Benjamin Harrison, 70th
Indiana.
2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Daniel Dustin, 105th
Illinois.

3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General William Cogswell, 2d
Massachusetts.

Artillery, Captain Charles E. Winegar, New York.

FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS.
Major-General Jefferson C. Davis.
FIRST DIVISIQN—Brigadier-General Charles C. Walcutt

(45th Ohio). - .
1st Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General H. C. Hobart, 21st Wis-
eonsin.

2d Brigade, Brigadier-General George P._Buell (58th Indiana).
3d Brigade, Colonel H. A. Hambright, 79th Pennsylvania.

SECOND DIVISION—Brevet Major-General James D. Yorgan,
10th Illinois.
1st Brigade, Brigadior-General William Vandaver (9th Jowa.)
2d Brigade, Brigadier-General John G. Mitchell (113th Ohio).
3d Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Langley, 125th Illinois.

THIRD DIVISION—Brevet Major-General Absalom Baird.

1st Brigade, Colonel M. C. Hunter, 82d Indiana.

2d Brigade, Colonel N. Gleason, 87th Indiana,

3d Brigade, Brigadier-General George 8. Greene (60th New

York. .

The titles of officers given above are as designated in the
General Orders issued for the Review. A number afterward re-
ceived commissions of higher grades.

Many of the officers and large numbers of the soldiers were
garlanded with flowers as they passed along the line of march.

“ Sherman’s bummers " helped to relieve whatever of monotony
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PrACE AT LasTt.

there was in the coniinual iramp, tramp, tramp of the armies. -
A number were mounted on maules or on sorry-looking horses
borrowed from some quartermaster’s camp of condemned animals,
snd carrying chickens, pigs, and vegetables ; others on foot swung
along in the free-and-easy gait learned on their long march to
the sesa.
It was estimated that nearly 150,000 men participated in thess
..5- ceremonies—the Army of the Potomae, 80,000 ; the Army of the
Tennessee, 36,000 ; and the Army of Georgia, 33,000.
Never before had such a pageant been witnessed at the capital
of any nation—the passage of an army of citizen soldiers who,
baving by their valor saved the nation, were now present only
hat those necessary details might be completed which would
nable them to take their places in the ranks of peaceful citizens.
With worn uniforms and tattered snsigns telling eloguently of
service in the field, these men were now only anxious to return to
their homes and loved ones. Though joyfully returning, and, as
representatives of all who had honorably served in the armies and
navies of the Union, thus receiving the plaudits of the people
‘whom they had so ably served, there were sad thoughts not inhar-
 monious with the ocoasion.
As they passed the reviewing-stand whers representative men
were assembled in their honor, the marching soldiers missed
. above all others that rugged, homely face which now would have
been lit with a halo of giory. The great patient heart, that for
four yours had borne such a fearful strain, was now stilled. In all
the land no one was nearer the soldier’s heart than Abraham Lin-
coln,
-." Other forms were missing from the group—leaders of corps
l!!d of armies, of whom John F. Reynolds, McPherson, and_Sedg-
Yick were types, T
But the thonghts of the soldiers were not then so much with
:the absent leaders as with the more familiar forms of comrades,
dear to their hearts, but now numbered with the dead. Perchance
fhey had been playmates in school-boy days and bosom friends
i0 maturer years. Together they had responded to the call of an
imperiled country, together had faced the dangers of the service,
In camp and bivouae they had slept under the same blankets and
2% shaved the contents of their haversacks and canteens.
.These, their comrades, had not lived to hear the joyful shonts
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of victory, and were not to receive the embraces of their loved

ones. They bad died that the Nation might live |

The fond affection cherished for the honored dead but stimn.
lated the ties of sympathy and love for comrades living and shar-
ing the thrilling memories of the years of national strife and war-

fare now happily over.

They were soon to part, each in his own way to fight the battls
of life, to form new ties, new friendships, but never could they
forget the sacred bond of comradeship welded in the fire of battle,
that in after years, should be their stimulag to take upon them-
selves the work confided to the people by President Lingalp “to
bind up the Nation's wounds,” “to care for him who shall have
borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan.”

Yioce-P
k tary; Major H. E. Tremaine, New York, Corresponding Seore-

CHAPTER IL

VETERAN SOCIETIES.

® parting of the veterans at their places of final discharge
the service inspired the desire that the friendships formed
be maintained through life, and but few regiments failed
ange for future meetings at times that should commemorate
 important event of their past history.
t is impracticable to here make special referencs to such regi-
tal reunions, that even now, after nearly a quarter of a cen-
has passed, are red-letter days in the lives of the participants.
ean but note the corps and army and naval socisties, Tepre-
ting important and particular parts or branches of service,
@ members find a still broader field for the cultivation of
raternity in the organization that embraces sll who, on
or sea, honorably served their country—TaE GRaND ARMy
RerusLic.
o THIRD ARMY Corrs UNION was the first army society or-
d during the rebellion. The Third Army Corps, Army of
otomae, was formed March 16, 1862, General Daniel E,
28 was asgigned to its command on February 8, 1863, and-so
¥r¥ed until disabled by the loss of a leg at Gettysburg.

gibhe Firat Division, after the death of General Kearny, at
tilly, September 1, 1862, was commanded by General D. B.
DSy, at whose headquarters a meeting of officers of the Corps
. held September 2, 1863, to form an association, the main
joct at that time being to secure funds for embalming and send-

home for burial the bodies of officers killed in battle or dying
hospitals at the front.
General Bickles was olected President ; General D. B. Birney,
resident; Captain Joa, Briscoe, New York, Recording Sec-

> and (eneral Treasurer. (General Mott
ved ag Treasurer until hig death, November 29, 1884.
On September 30, 1863, another meeting was held, and Greneral

)
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Birney was elscted President, as the disabled condition of General
Bickles prevented his serving. On July 4, 1864, another meet-
ing was held: General Sickles was elected President ; General
D. B. Birney, Vice-President. General Birney died October 18,
1864.

On February 5, 1864, Surgeon Edward Welling, New Jersey,
was appointed Corresponding Secretary, and on October 24, 1864,
Recording Secretary, and has served continnously since in this
position,

The last meeting, held prior to their final muster-out, was on
June 8, 1865. General Sickles, President; General M&tﬁ_ Vice-
President; Colonel E. L. Welling, Recording Becretary, and
Colonel Chas. P. Mattocks, of Maine, Corresponding Secretary.

Meetings have been held annually since the war on May 5, the
anniversary of the battle of Willisusburg. The following have
served as Presidents of the society since their mauster-out of serv-
ice: General Gershom Mott, 1866-67; General D. L. Sickles, 1868
—69-70; General C. K. Graham, 1871-72; Colonel Clayton Mec-
Michael, 1873-74 ; General Geo. H. Sharpe, 1875-76; General W.
d. Sewell, 1877-78; (eneral H. E. TLremaiue, 1879-80; General E.

R. Biles, 1881 ; Major W. P. Shreve, 1882; Major Willard BM

1883 ; Major John Barclay Fasaitt, 1884; Colonel Bankson T.
Morgan, 1885; Colonel Thos. Rafferty, 1886 ; Colonel A, Judson
LClark, Newark, New J ersey, 1887.

The twenty-fifth anniversary was held in New York city, May
5, 1888, and after the business meeting and banguet, adjourned to
meet at Gettysburg, July 1-3, for the purpose of laying the corner-
store of a monument for the Third Corps.

The present officers are: President, Major-General Daniel E.
Sickles, New York city; Vice-President, Brevet Major-General
C. H. T. Qollis, New York city; Recording Secretary, Colonel E.
L. Welling, Pennington, New Jersey; Treasurer, Major Wm. P.

Shreve, Boston.

All officers or enlisted men of the Third Corps, or who partic-
ipated in the battles of the Corpa, ars eligible to membership.

BOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE.

This was the setond society organized during the rebellion.
The preliminary meeting for the formation of the society was
held in the Senate Chamber, at the State Capitol, Raleigh, North

VETERAN SOCIETIES. i3

. e

Carolins, April 14,1865. Brevet Brigadier-  Ip—aiiimy v

I
\Y )
i

General W. B. M presided, and Major

. M. Dayton acted as Secretary.
L Major-Generals Frank P. Blair, Jr., John
A. Logan, and A. J,_Smith ; Brevet Major-
General Giles A, Smith and Brevet Briga-
dier-General W, B, Woods were appointed
a committee to prepare a plan of organiza-
tion.

Lieutenant Robt. M. Woods, a year later
the first Adjutant-General of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and Captain George
R. Steele, Adjutant of the first Post of the
Grand Army of the Republic, participated
in these meetings.

General Blair reported the plan of or-
gonization at an adjourned meeting, held
in the same place, April 25. Membership
in the society was restricted to officers who
had served with the “ Old Army of the B
Tenneasee.” ArNY oF Tﬁ%mmxm

The objects were stated as follows: «To
keep alive and preserve that kindly and cordial feeling which
has been one of the characteristics of this army during itg
career in the service, snd which has given it such harmony
of action, and contributed in mo small degree to its glorious
achievements in our country’s camse. The fame and glory of
all officers belonging to this army, who have fallen, either on
the field of battle or in the line of their daily duty, shall be
& sacred trust to this society, which shall cause pProper memo-
rials of their services to be collected and preserved, and thus
transmit their names with honor to posterity. The families of
all such officers who shall be in indigent circumstances will have
s claim upon the generosity of the society, and will be reliaved
by the volantary contributions of its members whenever brought
to their attention. In like manner the suffering families of
those officers who may hereafter be stricken by death shall be a
trust in the hands of the survivors.”

Major-General JouN A. RAwLINS was elected President of the
society. He was then serving as Chief of Staff to Lientenant-
‘General Grant, and the committes, in recommending his elec-




14

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

tion, reported that they had agreed upon his name “in con-
sideration of his eminent services in connection with the * Army

of the Tennessee,” and also because of his ability and fitness for
the position.”

At the next meeting, in Cincinnati, November 14, 1866, the fol-
lowing officers were elected : President, General JorN A. BAWLINS;
Vice-Presidents, Major-Generals Jorn A. Logan, F. P, Bralg, Jr.,
R. J. QoLrspy, Grues A. Surrh, W. W. BELENaP, Brigadier-General
Cassivs FaIRcHILD ; Recording Secretary, Lieutenant-Colonel L.
M. DaxToXN ; Corresponding Secretary, Brigadier-General A. Hick-
ENLOOPER.; Treasurer, Major-General M. F. Force.

General Rawlins remained President of the society until his
death, September 6, 1869.

Goneral Sherman was then elected President, and is so serving
at this date. The Recording Secretary has held that office from
the first meeting, and the Corresponding Secretary and the Treas-
urer since 1866.

By an amendment to the constitution, any member may desig-
nate by will the relative to whom such membership shall descend,
and in default of such declaration, the eldest son shall inherit his
father’s title to enrollment in the society.

The Society of the Army of the Tennesses erected in Washing-
ton, at a cost of $50,000, a handsome equestrian statue of Major-
General Rawlips, and has also placed an appropriate memorial,
costing $23,000, over the grave of Major-General James B.
McPrzersoN, at Clyde, Ohio, and an equestrian statue of General
McPherson in ‘Washington.

A monument in memory of General John A. Logan, will also
be erected in Washington. -

I SOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND.

This society was organized in Cincinnati, February 16, 1868.
Membership is open to all officers and enlisted men who served in
the Army of the Cumberland.

Major-General Geo. H. Thomas was President until his death
in 1870, when General W. 8. Bosecrans was elected, who served
during 1870-71. Tn 1872 General Philip H. Sheridan was elected
President, aznd is still (June, 1888) serving in that position.

The badge of the society was formally adopted at a meeting of
officers and soldiers, held at Artillery Corps Headquarters, Nash-

VYETERAN SOCIETIES.

¥ ville, June 10, 1865. Brevet Brigadier-

> General J. L. Donaldson, Brevet Brig-
“adier - General E. Opdycke, Brevet
" Colonel W. H. Greenwcod, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel W. L. Foulke, and Cap-
tain R. N. Litson, sexved as the Com-
mittee on Badge.

The fact of the adoption of this
badge was published by General Geo.
H. Thomas in General Orders No, 41,
dated Headquarters Department of
the Cumberland, Nashville, Tennes-
see, June 19, 1865, “ to signalize and
perpetuate the history of the Army

+ of the Cumberland.”
The Five-pointed Star was the
© badge of the 20th Army Corps, the
Triangle of the 4th Army Corps, and
the Acorn of the 14th Army Corps.

The equestrian atatue of General

Geo. H. Thomas in Washington, was BApor,
erected Ly this society in 1879, as an Ayt oF TAE CUMBERLAND
enduring tribute to the memory of their great leader. The statue
- cost $35,000. The pedestal was provided by Congress. In May,
1887, the society erected a monument in memory of General
James A. Garfield,
. The Society of the ArMY oF THE Onto, Major-General Joun M.
SonoriELD, President, and the Society of the Anrmy oF GGEORGIA,
Major-General HENRY W. Spocym, President, were organized at
Chicago, December 15, 1868, when a reunion of these Western
Bocieties was held.

General Grant, then President-elect of the United States, so
intima,tely associated by service with them, was present, the cen-
tral figure of a notable group: GmanT, Sguamax, and THOMAS,

General Thomas presided over the meeting, and General Sher-
man made the address of welcome. Orations were delivered by
representatives of each society as follows:

Army of the Tennessee, General W. W. BELENAP.
Army of the Cumberland, General CHas. CRuFT,
Army of the Qhio, General J. D, Cox.

Army of Georgia, General Wu. CoGSWELL.
= ————
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BIGNAL CORPS.

The United States Veteran Signal Corps As-
sociation was organized at Boston, November
14, 1867, Lieutenant J. Willard Brown, Presi-
dent, Annual meetings have been held as fol-
lows: September 1, 1877; September 6, 1878,
and Aagust 29, 1879, at Revere Beach, Massa-
chusetts, Captain F. R. Shattuck, President;
August 26, 1880, Rocky Point, Rhode Island;
August 25, 1881, Point of Pines, Massachusetts,
Lieutenant J. Willard Brown, President ; August
31, 1882, Fall River, Massachusetts, Jokn F. Ridley, President;
August 30, 1883, Hull, Massachusetts, F, W. Marston, President ;
August 28, 1884, Crescent Beach, Massachusetts, Major A. B.
Capron, President ; August 27, 1885, Silver Spring, Rhode Island,
and August 26, 1886, Brighton Beach, New York, Colonel J. C.
Paine, President; August 25, 1887, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
General B. F. Fisher, President. Secretary, Chas. D. W. Marcy,
155 Franklin street, Boston, Massachusetts ; Historian, J. Willard
Brown, Cambridge, Massachusetts. )

BapeEe,
S16NAL CoRPS.

THE S0CIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE JAMES

Was organized in Boston, September 2, 1868, General Chas.
Deveyg, Jr., President, Meetings were held in 1871, 1874, and
1876, and the society then became incorporated with the Society
of the Army of the Potomac.

! THE SOCIETY OF THE BURNBIDE EXPEDITION AND OF THE NINTE CORPS

Was organized in New York city, February 8, 1869. Genera] A.
E. Burnside was President until his death, in 1871. General A.
B. R. Sprague, Vice-President, served as President until the next
reunion, when General John F. Parke was elected. General John
F. Hartranft was elected President in 1884,

The present officers are : President, General Gilbert H. McKib-
bin; Vice-President, Colonel R. H. I Goddard; Secretary and
Treasurer, General C. H. Barney, 32 Nassau street, New York oity.

VETERAN SOCIETIES. 17

ABMY OF THE POTOMAC,

The Society of the Army of the Potomac
was organized in New York city, July 5,
1869, and has held annual reuniona since
that date. All officers and soldiers who
gerved in the Army of the Potomae and in
the 10th and 18th Army Corps, Army of
the James, are eligible o membership.

The officers are & President, one Vice-
President from each Army Corps, the First,
Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Ninth,
Eleventh, Twelfth, Eighteenth, Nineteenth,
Artillery Corps, Cavalry Corps, and Signal
Corps, and from the General Staff; a Treas-
urer, Recording Secretary, and Correspond-
ing Secretary.

Meotings have been held and Presidents
of the socisty elocted as follows:

1869, July 5, New York city, Lieutenant-General P. H, Sheridan.
1870, April 9, Phiiadelphia, Major-Genersl Gec. G. Meade.

1871, May 12, Boston, Major-General Joseph Hooker.

1872, May 7, Cleveland, Major-General A. E. Burnside.

1873, May 14, New Haven, Major-General Irwin McDowell

1874, May 12, Harrisburg, Major-General W. S, Hancogk.

1875, no meeting,. -

1876, June 6, Philadelphia, Major-General John F. Hartranft.
1877, June 27, Providence, Rhode Island, Major-General H. W.

—Slecum.

1878, June b5, Springfield, Massachusetts, Major-General W. B.

Banpex,
oF TEE PoTomac,

Franklin,
1879, June 18, Albany, Major-General Daniel E.Sickles,
1880, June 16, Burlington, Yermont, Major-General H. G. Wright.
1881, June 8, Bartford, Brevet Major-General Chas. Devens, Jr.
1882, June 10, Detroit, Major-General A. A. Humphreys.
1883, May 16, Washington, D. C., Brevet Major-General John
Newtan.

. 1884, June 11, Brooklyn, New York, General Ulysses S. Grant,

1885, May 7, Baltimors, General Ulysses S. Grant.
1886, Angust 2, San Francisco, Brevet Major-General M. T.
McMahon,
2
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1887, June 22, Saratoga Springs, Major-General John ¢, Robinson.

Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Truesdall, New York city,
is Treasurer; Brevet Colonel Horatio C. King, New York city,
Recording Secretary ; Brevet Msjor-General Geo. H, Sharpe, Ron-
dout, New York, Oorresponding Secretary.

THE SOCIETY OF THE ARMY AND NAVY OF TEE GULF

Was formed by officers who served in the Department of the Gulf,
at a meeting held at Long Branch, New Jersey, July 8, 1869.
"Admiral D. G. 1t was President until his death, when Gen-
eral Sheridan was elected.

THE SOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF WEBT VIBGINIA

Was organized at Moundsville, West Virginia, September 22,
1870. General R. B. Hayes was the first President of the society.
Large and interesting reunions have been held each year.
Officers : President, General George Crook ; Vice-Presidents,
General R. B. Hayes, General W. H. Powell, General I. H. Duval,
General B. F. Keolley, General W. 8. Rosecrans, General H. F.
! Devol, General W, H. Enochs, General R. H. Milro , General Van
‘ H. Bukey, Major B. M. Skinner, Colonel H. B, Hubbard, General
] N. Goff, Colonel John A. Turley, Colonel Robert Bruce, Colonel
!

Thayer Melvin, Colonel J. F. Charleswarth, Colonel J, M. hoon-
.maker, Colonel D. D_Johnson, Major J. M. 0verturf! Captain J.
P. Hart, Captain N. R. Warwick.

THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION OF THE UNITED BTATES.

The “Loyal Legion" was the first society formed by officers
honorably discharged from the service.

On the day after the asssssination of President Lipeoln, Col-
onel 8. B. Wylie Mitchell, Captain Peter D, ser, M and
Lieutenant-Colonel T. Ellwood_Zell, met at the office of the latter, .
in Philadelphis, to arrange for a meeting of ex-officers of the army -
and navy to adopt resolutions relative to the death of President o
Lincoln. . ;

The subject of a permanent organization was discussed, and
these gentlemen agreed to consult other army friends, and be pre-

VETERAN SOCIETIES.

Bapgr, LoYar, LzeioN,

pared to take more definite action at a meeting to be held on
April 20,

On the latter evening, after the adoption of the resolations
referred to, it was decided to effect a permanent organization, and
on adjourned meeting was held for this purpose, in the hall of
the Hibernia Fire Company, in Philadelphia, May 3, 1865,

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry A. Cook presided, with Captain
Chas. 8. Greene, Becretary. The following were elected officers:
President, Lieutenant-Colonel T. Errwoon ZELL; 1st Vice-Presi-
dent, Lieutenant-Colonel H. A, Coog ; 2d Vice-President, Major
Cuasper M. Berry ; Secretary, Colonel 8, B. WyLiz Mrropers, M. D.;
Treasurer, Captain Peres D. Kuyser, M. D.

During the month of May, 1865, a constitution and by-laws
Wwere adopted, in part.

The officers provided for, were : Commander, Senior and Junior
Vice-Commanders, Recorder, Correspondent, Treasurer, Chancel-
lor, Chaplain, and Counecil.

19
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ROLL OF COMMANDERIES OF THE LOYAL LEGION.
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H.—AI—ID—‘:
& = = ®

16..

(or local) Command-

The organization provided for District

3 § 4§
= n m.m
<Q 2 T
g g gH
) - -
ok B g4
D v =3
ER A0
v & 8 =
g2 0§ L .Lmah
S B m G ]
og s o
@ O u ..m
=& H .M £
-1 <
<3 = 2
£3 B % 3=
£S F§ 4z
<3 8 2 4i
a B m M ')
5 B e B
o O — [« R
¢ 31 d3
.mlm =] _.IO. -I.A:
] o. A
- o 71
[42] & e..m
55 g g8
g2 g pm
2 g sAg
- - N w O
g < h%M..ml
g S TR

|- t ey
=l -] @
IE § A
2o g 9
Ty 8 &
LS %
B 8
81m =
EESY %
S d38.3
mec m
e 18
£3 5 gE°
M.lw IM
g g
8128
~EMEE
3 - 1]
4% %3
2%.nmw
-r ec
4§ gacs
ggEREY
e 82 o g,
gg=ga
E58dpH
1)%8
.M.....O.m.m
rh%rbﬂ
282~ g
e ila
LER g 2R
LR wpaa
T.829 8
HEemMid
=58 s
jeNe] ¢

Colonel D. K. Cross—- .

hell, Secretai'y, May

1865; Acting Recorder-in-Chief, July 21st, 1865—

Augnst 16th, 1869, the date of his death.

RECORDERS.

, 1885.

Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John P. Nicholson, Acting Record-
State Commanderies are located as follows:

er-in-Chief, August 21st, 1879-October 21st, 1885 ; Recorder-in-

Brevet Lientenant-Colonel S. B. Wylis

17th—July 20th,
Chief, October 21st,

October 20th, 1886.

g e e e e e e et St 0 RS

SEATE OF HEADQUARTERS.| INSTITUTED. RECORDER. ADDRESS,
. .|Pennsylvania ....... Philadelphia . ..|April 15, 1865 Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John P, Nicholsop. 159 8. 1th street, Philadelphia.
.|New York.......... New York City. (Jan. 17, 1860. Licutenant Loyall Fartagut........... .00 New York city, N. Y.
Maine. .. .ooeeieannn Portland....... |April25, 1866|First Lieutenantand Adjutant Edw’d M. Rand|88 Exchange street, Portland.
Massachusetts. Boston......... March 4, 1868 Colonel Arnold b.rmaww..u .................... 19 Milk street, Boston.
Californig .......... San Francisco.. .|April12, 1871 Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Smedberg . . (816 Californla st., San Francisco,
.|Wisconsin, ,........ Milwaukee.. . ...|May 15, 1874.|Captain og.._au.@m” ..................... Milwaukee.
Hlinols............. Chicago ........ May 8, 1870. . [Lieutenant-Colonel Charies W, Davis........ P. 0. Box 54%, Chicago.
..|District of Columbia.|Washington . .. .|Feb. 1, 1883.|Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Jaa, .lelﬁh ..... 'Washington, D. C.
Ohfo.......... eries Cincionatl...... May 8, 1882.. (Captain Rol't Hunter. ........ocoveenieiines Cinciomati.
..|Michigan........... Detrolt.........|Feb. 4, 1885. [Brevet Major George W. Chandler........... Ne. 8 Merrill Block. Detrolt.
Minpesota. ..........[8t Paul,, . ..... May 6, 1886, . |Brevet Major George Q. White............. 86 Western avenue, Bt. Paul.
Oregon......oeenses Portland, ...... May 8. 1885.. Captain Gavin E. Caukin. ...o..vveeinnes P. O. Box 778, Portland.
Missourd, . .......... 8t. Lonis....... Oct. 21, 1685, [Captain Willlam R. Hodges. ... ...........e 804 N. Sth street, 8t. Loula
Nebragks........... Omeba......... Oct. 21, 1885.Major J. Morris BrOWI.....veervenrers ....iFort Omaha.
|Eansas.......oenaes Leaventworth. . . .|Apri) 22, 1888, Colonel J. U.E ....................... Fort Leavenworth.
IOWS.« .. euveenes . |Dea Moinea. ... |Oct. 20, 1886,/ Major Hoyt mmﬁnl: ...................... Des Moines.
......... TES 1, 1887. .|Denver.
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GRAND ARMY OF THE REepusLIC,

The Grand Army of the Republic adopted in part the titles of VETERANS OF THE NAVY.
officers and general plan of orgauization of the Loyal Legion,
A part of the « Objects ” of the G. A. R., Sec. 3d, Art. IT, Chap. T,
“Loyalty,” was copied from the coustitution of the Loyal Legion
by the Encampment at Indianapolis, November, 1866,

The essential difference in the two Societies is in their terms of
eligibility to membership, the Loyal Legion restricting member-
ship of the first class to officers,

The following associations are composed exclusively of men

who served in the Navy during the rebellion : '

' The Farragut Veteran .Association, of Phﬂadelphm—Commandsfr,
George L. Varnick, 215 North Tenth street; Secretary, Wil-
liam Simmons, 1432 Wharton street. ) )

Connecticut Noval Veteran dssociation—President, Chas. A. Stillman,
Hartford, Connecticut ; Secretary, Sherman W. Adams, Hart-
ford, Connecticut.

The Farragut Veteran Association of the Port of. New York—Com-

mander, S. L. B. McCallmount, 237 Willoughby avenus,

Brooklyn; Secretary, J. P. Holland, 225 Eleventh sireet,

Brooklyn.

i
THE OINCINNATI SOCIETY OF EX-ABRMY AND NAVY OFFICERS H

Was organized in Cincinnati, October 2, 1874, “to preserve a feel- H
ing of friendship and cordiality among those who served in our i
National forces during the struggle for the preservation of the
Republic, and also to keep a record of its members.” ’ Farvagut Veteran Aaaociatio.n of the Ff’esi{—Commander:I‘J .HW. _Bagg,

Colonel Stanley Yatthews was the first President. Meotings § B 14 Ashland Block, Ch}cago, III?.BO}S_‘, Secretary, T. H. Buzks,
are held quarterly with an annual meeting followed by a banquet, HE™ 14 Ashland Block, Chlcago: IHl?lOlB. ‘ ‘

on the 34 Thursday in January. . ; The Naval Veteran Legion of California—President, Martin M‘ urray,

215 Sutter street, San Francisco ; Secretary, E. G. King, 215
r street, San Francigco.

Y. The 52'1;: Association of Naval Veterans, of Essex, Massachusetts—

Commander, E. A. Winn, Salem, Massachusetts; Secretary,

E. A. Brown, Salem, Massachusetts ; Assistant Secretary, Paul

n, Lawrence, Massachusetts. )
Neval Peteran Association of the Gulf, of New Orleans—President,

Y T. J. Woodward, 40 and 42 Canal street, New Orleans ;: Secre-
tary, Geo. J. Pinckard, 40 and 42 Canal street, Nf;w O.rleans‘.

Commodore Foote Naval Veteran Association, St. Louis, M:.?soun_—
Commander, J. C. Barker, 507 N. Third street, St. Louis, Mis-
souri; Secretary, Joseph Brown. Jr,, 3611 Cass avenus, St.
Louis, Missouri,

The « Kearsarge” Association of Naval Velerans, of ..Boston, Massa-
chusetts—Commodore, P. H. Kendricken, 46 Millmont stre_et,
Boston, Massachusetta ; Secretary, Chas. R. Curtis, 46 Mill-
mont street, Boston, Masaachusetts.

The “ Monitor”™ Association of Naval Veterans, of Camden, New
Jersey—Commander, R. A. Piergon, 564 Berkley street, Cam-
den, New Jersey ; Secretary, D. A. _Ca_rtm;, 733 Federal atreet,
Camden, New Jersey.

PENNEYLVANIA RESERVE ASBOCIATION.

This Association was formed by representatives of the fifteen
Pennsylvania regiments organized in 1861, by Governor Lurtin, in
anticipation of a call for troops to serve for throe years, under the
title *Pennsylvania Reserves Corps,” and were in sactive service
during the whols period of the war, from the date of their mus-
ter-in, .

A preliminary meeting of representatives was held in Phila-
delphia, July 3d, 1866, when it was resolved to call a meeting at
Lancaster, September 14, 1866, to effect a bPermanent organization,
“to cherish the memories, perpetuate the friendships, and con-
tinue the associations formed in the field.” Governor A. G. Curtin
was elected President, and has so continued to serve by election
annually since. General H, (. Sickel, Vice-President; Colonel J.
P. Taylor, Tressurer ; Jro. C. Harvez, Recording Secretary ; Col-
onel Jno, H. Taggart, Corresponding Secretary. 3

The presem'Ers are: President, Ex-Governor Curtin ; one
Vice-President from each regiment ; Recording Secretary, Captain
John Taylor, Philadelphia ; Corresponding Secretary, Colonel
Chill. W, ____ﬁazzard, Monongahela City; Treasurer, Wallace W.
Johnson, Philadelphia.

Pennsylvania Reserve Post No. 191, Philadelphia, is composed
exclusively of members who served in the Reserve Corps.

On January 13, 1887, repi‘esentatives from a number of these
associations met in New York city, and formed the *NaTIoNaL
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ASS0CIATION OF NAVAL VETERANS,” Chas, W. Adams, Chicago, was
elected Commeodore, and William

Simmons, Philadelphia, Secre-
tary.

The second annual meeting was held in the quarters of Naval
Post No. 400, Philadeiphia, in January, 1888, and the following
officers were chosen: Commodore, Joseph Hadfield, New York ;
Commander, George L. Yarnick, Philadelphia ; Paymaster, F. H.
Grove, New York; Surgeon, J. D. Murray, New Jersey ;
William Siramons, 1432 Wharton street, Philadelphia.

Officers or enlisted men of the United States Naval, Revenue
or Marine serviee, who served between April 12, 1861, and August
25, 1865, are eligible to membership.

Distinetively Naval Posts have been formed as follows :

No. 400, Philadelphia, William Simmopns, Commander,
No. 518, New York city, F. H. Grove, Commander.
No. 104, Hoboken, Louis Richards, Commander.,

Reference will be made in a olosing chapter to other societies,
and in the records of Departments to loeal or State societies form-

ing the nucleus for the organization of the Grand Army of the
Republic.

Secretary,

VETERANS POLITICAL CLURBS.

In referring to the political tendencies of the
the Republic in the early years of its existence,
recall, briefly, the political situation during that

The reconstruction of  the States in rebellion, when peace
should be established by the currender of the Confederate forces,
was one that necessarily occupied the earnest attention of Prosi-
dent Lincoln,

His last public speech, when receiving the congratulations of
the people after the surrender of Lee, was devoted mainly to this

Grand Army of
it is necessary to
period.

—_—

question, and hs had previously stated to a delegation of Virgin-
ians in Richmond, who had there called upon him after the ocen-
pation of that eity by Union troops, that his poliey would be
magnanimous, forgiving, and gensrous,

. The act that deprived the nation of his priceless services was
a terrible blow to the people of the South, for it checked and
retarded for years the magnanimous feeling that had developed in
the North the moment that victory was assured.

-Andrew Johnson, who as Vice-President succeeded fo the Pres-

VETERAN  SOOCIETIES. 25

jdency on the death of Mr. Lincoln, was one of the notablea men of
the South. He had boldly and consistently opposed secession, and
a8 the only Senator from the seceding States who remained true
to his oath of feaity to the Union. Upon the eatnesi'; .request of
.the President he had, in 1862, accepted t]:u? .post of Military G(')v-
ernor of Teunnesses, and in this trying position had loyally main-
tained his devotion to his country. ) ]
Assuming the Presidency under circumstances so appalling as
the assassination of President Lincoln, it was but natural that he
shonld strongly share the all-perv&djng horrm‘r o‘f that crime. ] He
lost no opportunity of expressing his convlctlf)n th-nt tn?.:tors
should be condignly purished. *To the conscious, mtelhgent,
influential traitor who attempted to destroy the life of a nation I
would say, on You be inflicted the severest penalties of your
orime.” Such sentiments created general apprehensions that a
revengeful, retaliatory policy, more severe than was deemed neces-
sary to secure the results settled by the war, would now be pur-
- saed, :
- It is unnecessary to follow in detail the svents which scon
produced a radical change in the sentiments of Presnifant Johnson,
which widely separated him from his party, and involved the
country in bitter, rancorous politieal discussions.

The Thirty-ninth Congress assembled in December, 1865, a'.nd
entered vigorously upon the consideration of reconatruction
measures. The debates and action of Congress culminated in the
adoption, over the veto of the President, among other- importu‘lt
i meagures, of the Civil Rights Bill. In public discuss%ons and in
the Republican papers Mr._Johnson was bitterly assailed for his
alleged change of opinions. He answered in kind, and publicly
i denounced by name prominent Semators, Representatives, and
sitizens who differed from him on these questions. ]

The political campaign of 1866 was fought mainly upon the
issnes involved in the disputes between President Johnson and
the majority in Congress. In such a contest the veteran soldiers
and sailors could not but feel and evince a deep interest. Many

thousands who at the outbreak of the rebellion had afliated with
" the Democratie Party were, ai its close, in accord with the party
which had mada the vigorous prosecution of the war against
- rebellion its dominant principle. There were others, and in large
i, dumbers, too young to have taken any part in politics before the
"war, who were naturslly influenced by their associations in the
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service. The great mass of the soldier vote was Republican in
1866, but it was not by any means a unit, for large numbers of
gallant soldiers who had ably served their country in the field,
were then, and have remained, Democrats in their political belief,

During this period quite a number of influential soldiers iden-
tified with the Republican Party espoused the cause of President
Johpson, and these but added fuel to the flame, and inspired both
parties to redoubled efforts to secure or retain the “ soldier vote,”

POLITICAL VETERANS SCCIETIES.

The events referred to excited alike all classes and parties, and
induced among the veterans the formation of hundreds of political
clubs, ander such titles as “ Boys in Blue,” * Soldiers and Sailors
Leagues,” “ White Boys in Blue,” * Conservative Army and Navy
Union,” “ Colored Soldiers Leagues,” etc.

Both parties wore represented in National Conventions of
Soldiers and Sailors held in September, 1866.

THE CONVENTION AT CLEVELAND.

Representative soldiers, members of the Democratic Party,

agsembled in large numbers at Cleveland, Ohio, September 17, 3

1866. General John E. Wool was chosen president of the conven-
tion. Generals George A. Quster, Gordon Granger, J. B. Steadman,
Lovell H. Rousseaun, John A. McClernand, Thos. Ewing. Jr.
Thomas L. Crittenden, Thomas E. Bramlette, E. S. Bragg, and
Thos. A. Davies were among the influential members of the con-
vention. Resolutions strongly indorsing the course of President

Jdohngon wers adopted.

THE CONVENTION AT PITTS8BURG.

The Soldiers and Sailors Republican Convention held in Pitts-
burg, September 25, was also a large and notable assemblage.
General John A. Logan had been agreed upon for president of the
convention, but was prevented from attending, and General Jacob
D. Cox_was chosen. General B. F. Bufler was chairman of the
committes on resclutions.

General Grant had ap to this time taken no .part in politics,

and his political views were not publicly known, but he took pains

_knit its members together when hardship came and the conflict

3

: partment of Indiara, was exceedingly active during this conven-
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to rebuke a fellow-officer who claimed to know that he was in
sympathy with President Johnson's policy. On the other hand,
in response to an invitation to attend the Pittsburg convention,
(eneral Eﬂdeau wrote, “ General Gy;a_nt instructs me to say that it
is contrary to his habit and to his conviction of duty to attend
political meetings of any character whatsoever, and he sees with
regret the action of any officer of the army taking a conspicuous
part in the political discussions of the day.”

It is not our purpose to refer to the work of these conventions
further than as they seemed to affect the Grand Army of the Re-
public. ’

The Department of Indiana was the only department repre-
sented distinctly as such in the Pittsburg Convention, having
representatives from 138 Posts, in response to a circular from de-
partment headquarters, which said, * No convention of a similar
character has ever been held, and it becomes us a8 loyal soldiers
to cordially respond to the ¢all. The American volunteer army,
though disbanded, is yot a unit, and the same high emotions which

- raged still actuate the mass of our soldiers,”
Major 0. M. Wilson, Assistant Adjutant-Greneral of the De-

" tion in interviewing leading representatives relative to the Grand
“Army of the Republic, urging the organization of Posts, and for
this purpose he “obligated” quite a number from the East, in-
tructed them in the *“work,” and gave them copies of the rules

B and of the ritual

Under a resolution of the convention a committee was ap-
ointed for the purpose of consolidating all veteran societies “in
sympathy with the principles of the Union Republican Party.”

" General Henry A. Barnum, New York, was appointed president
of the executive committee to act with the following representa-
-tives of the societies named : Grand Army of the Republic, Gen-
zeral T. S. Allen, Wisconsin; United States Service Club, Con-

. il
necticut, Colonel E. Blakesles; Maryland Boys in Blue, General

A

# A M. Denison; Michigan Boys in Blue, General R, A. Alger;

Boldiers and Sailors Union, Washington, D. C., Major H. A. Hall.
. This action resulted in the formation of a national organiza-
%on of “Boys in Blue” for the presidential campaign of 1868.

¥ The Grand Army of the Republic was not further officially iden-

tified with that movement.
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The formation of these clubs, while in a great measure the

also largely controlled and directed by another motive. The gen-
eral sentiment of the patriotic people was that the men who had

vision for their families in the many avenues of trade and com-

or national governments.
bodied men who had remained at home would cheerfully concede
rifices had “ preserved us a nation.”

for encouraging enlistments, it did not work when applied to
* practical politics.” Politicians entrenched in positions were not
willing to surrender them to gratify merely sentimental whims,
and strongly objected to interference with plans which had always
ous leading object—the retention of place and power by them-
gelves or by others selected to succeed them becanse of politieal
service.

The returning veterans who desired to take an active part in
Ppolitics in 1865-6, were looked upon by those most directly inter-
ested in pursaing a contrary course, as intruding upon a domain
in which they had no right to enter. They were expected to be
satisfied with the glories of their past martial life, and leave
*“politics " to those who better understood that science.

These veteran clubs were therefore, at this time, an absolute
hecessity for the protection and advancement of soldiers and
sailors in and to positions of trust and emolument. They could
thas concentrate their efforts and command the sttention of ma-
nipulators of conventions. That mistakes were made, that often-
times unworthy men were pushed forward in the over-zesal of com-
radeship, is true; nevertheless many a worthy soldier was ben-
efited by the organization of the “Boys in Blue” and similar

them and sustained their action. ]
In the East, after the fall elections of 186_6, these clubs were
ready to disband; their work was practically over for a time, but

natural result of the exciting discussions of that period, was’

given up chances for advancement at home, and of making pro-

However prettily this theory sounded in a newspaper leader §

gsocieties. The hearts of the loyal and patriotic people were with °

merce stimulated by the war, who had returned with a good §

record of service, or wounded or disabled, should be entitled to 8

consideration in the distribution of offices under the local, State, §
They had been led to balieve during the war that the able-

places of honor and profit to the veterans whose services and sac- 3
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the warm feelings of comradeship led to inquiries for a better and

" more permanent organization,

No Post had been established east of Ohio prior o October,
1866, but when a begizning was effected in any of the Eastern
States, these clubs, which were composed only of those eligible to

" membership in the Grand Army of the Republic, naturally formed

the nucleus for the Posts which were thereafter rapidly formed,
in many instances, wholly from “ Boys in Blue,” or similar asso-
ciations.

" Secret political societies may have had a reason for their exist-
ence in time of actual war, but they were generally looked upon
as unnecessary, if not a public menace, in times of peace. The
strong underlying sentiment on this subject certainly militated
against the Grand Army of the Republic, and it required Years to

" remove the prejudice then ereated.

It eould hardly be expected that the public should be able at
first to distinguish between Posts of the Grand Army and clubs
of Boys in Blue, when composed largely of the same individuals
and sometimes officered by the same persons, and, in the excited

"~ condition of political affairs, members of the Grand Army of the

Republic were not at all careful to maintain the distinction in
the widely different objects of these societies. ‘When, therefors,
Posts of the Grand Army attended political meetings wearing
the army caps or badges, or aided in sending delegates to a con-

< vention on behalf of some favored friend or comrade, the public
- was not far wrong in believing the Order had decided partisan

Proclivities,
But there were instances where Posts went further than this,

' and directly presented names for nomination for offices, with the

threat, implied if not uttered, that failure to so nominate would

drive them into the ranks of the opposition, Such action soon

oreated internal dissensions in the struggle for control and advan-

tage, and this was skillfully fomented from without by those whose

Personal interests were joopardized by the adverse action of these
osts,

While such action was mainly local, and confined to a small

; area, the Order at large was held responsible, and the public dis-
" trust of politieal methods by a secret society, grew so strong, that

it became almost irapossible to establish Posts in new fields, while

- others surrendered their charters or became defunct without that

formality,
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Other causes, however, aided during this period in the almost
total disruption of the Order. Many thousands of veterans were
unsettled as to their future, their places had been filled by
others, and even those physically capable of competing for work
were compelled to seek new fields for employment. To these the

somewhat mechanically into the Grand Army, and when their
curiosity was satisfied, allowed their names to be dropped from
its rolls. Large numbers of the younger men were devoting
attention to other matters—were getting married and raising
families. They were building for the future and did not desire
to be hampered with other work than that affecting their own
direet interests,

It would be unfair to hold officers of sither the National FEn-
campment or of Departments in any degree responsible for this
condition of affairs in the Grand Army of the RBepublic. The
whole people were equally excited and unsettled, and the causes so
strongly affecting the Grand Army were beyond the control of any
of its officers.

There were, however, many who recognized the power for
good existing in such an organization of veterans, and who be-
lieved that it could be maintained if placed upon & purely non-
partisan basis, and that it could not be maintained on any other,

it was the purpose of the Grand Army “to secure the rights of
these defenders of their country by all moral, social and political
means in our control,” “yet this association does not design to
make nominations for office, or to tse its influence as a secret or-
ganization for partisan purposes.”

In 1869, the following Article was added to the Rules and Reg-
ulations:

“No officer or comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic
shall in any manner use this organization for partisan purposes,
and no discussion of partisan questions shall be permitted at any
of its meetings, nor shall any nominations for political office be
made.”

This has continued to be the law of the Grand Army of the
Republic, and under it the organization has grown to be a power-
ful influence for good, & grand conservator of peace.

The Grand Army has used this influence to secure legislation
for the care and education of orphans of dead comrades, for in-

political campaigns were only a diversion, and then they drifted |

In January, 1868, the National Encampment declared that while
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c ensions for widows and orphans and dependent parents,
::1&:23 ]}:Jmes for homeless veterans upon whom the hand_ of z;d-
yorsity has heavily fallen. Ithas urged an increase of pe.nslona for
the disabled to help them in their advancing years a..nd increasing
infirmities, and has sought to remove iro.m thfa nation the s_lmme
of permitting men who saved its life to live, die, and be buried as
‘ i land they helped to save.

L&Pluvp;;isl:;:ll:iig State aj.rnd N%tion for needed aid for the ) unfor-
. t\hmate. they have not been unmindfal of their own obligations to

sufforing comrades. As will be shown by the official reports, han-
dreds of thousands of dollars have been annually dlsbursed.by the;
7" @Grand Army for charity, in addition to the personal donations o

members that must amount to fully as much more, .

! And what account shall be taken of fraternal visits to homes ?f
¥ afflioted comrades—a work shared in later years by the Woman's
c;’Ihalief Corps, and by Ladies’ Aids under different names ;_of the
comfort given the dying vetersn in the assurance that W'lfﬂ and
children should be cared for and not left to the cold charity of a

world ? .
hee’i‘ﬁzswork of the Grand Army has been carried on without dis-
tinction of party or creed, rank or color, and very largely for. those
2% who have remained outside the organization and have contributed
nothing for its support. .
The Grand Army of the Republic has long outgrown the mis-
takes of its infancy. With a membership drawn ?nly from th_e
limited number who were privileged to wear the uniform of their
eountry in the days of its great peril, the growth of the Order for
me years past has been phenomenal. )

Inexamining the statistics of membership elsewhere pre_asented,

it should be borne in mind that each year brings an ever-incress-
ing death-rate among the survivors.
It is now over twenty-two years since Dr. Stephenson for-
mulated the plans for this organization of veterm war
against rebellion. His body has long lain in that be‘autlful come-
tery on the banks of the Sangamon River, but his work goes
grandly on, . o

- The cultivation of fraternity in this, the grandest association
£ of soldiers and sailors ever formed, the exemplifieation of charity
%; to the distressed have been only portions of the work of the

. Grand Army of the Republic. _ .

" It hag countenanced nothing of personal animosities against

%
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those who, a quarter of a centary ago, so wrongfully  arrayed
themselves against their country, but has sought to more deeply
impress upon rising generations the lessons to be drawn from the
history of the past, and which have been indelibly impressed
upen the heart of the Nation at such great cost of life and treas-

ure—that the highest duty of the citizen is LoYALTY to his country
and its flag! .




CHAPTER TIIL

ORGANIZATION OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

Tre Reverend Wirriax J. RuILEDGE, now residing in Peters-
burg, Illincis, was born of a noted family in Virginia, -June 24,
1820.
In 1835 he emigrated to
. Illinois, and at the age of
{wenty entered the minis-
- {ry of the Methodist Epis-
- copal Church. For over
- forty-seven years he has
. been laboring as preacher
 and chaplain, and is to-day
. the happy possessor of a
strong body and a vigorous
intellect.
: Upon the breaking out
of the Rebellion he enlisted
88 Chaplain of the 14th
‘Illinois Infantry, and e
- served the three-years CHAPLATR W. J. RUTLEDGE.
term. One son, a boy of
= 16, enlisted in the Third Illinois Cavalry ; another was a drnmmer-
boy at the age of twelve.

.Chaplain Rutledga was the tent-mate and hosom compamon of
Dr. Stephenson, after the latter joined this regiment in 1862.
Their regiment formed part of Sherman’s Expedltlon to Meridian,
in February, 1864, and while upon pon this campaign, Chaplain But-
.kdgﬁ.suggested to Major Stgphensor, that the soldiers so closely
allied in the fellowship of suffering, would, when mustered out of
the service, naturally desire some form of association that would
Preserve the friendships and the memories of theu' common trials .
and dangers. -

i As they talked together, on the mareh or in bxvona.c, this
thonght expanded into the widest fields of conjecture as to the
8 [88]
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capacity for good in such an organization of veterans, and they
agreed that if spared they would together work out some such
project.

After the close of their army service this subject formed the
basis of their correspondence, until March, 1866, when Chaplain
-Butledge met Dr. Stephenson, by appointment, in Springfield,
Illinois, and spent some time with him in arranging a ritual for
the proposed organization.

Before this date, however, Dr.
Stephepson had shown notes of
8 proposed ritual to persons in
Springfield, and Major A, A.
North, then a clerk in the drug

. was connected, was shown such
drafts early in the Winter of 1865
—'66, which frequently formed
the subject of conversation.

Comrade Fred. L Dean, now
of Fort Smith, Arkansas, states
that in February, 1866, Dr.
Stephenson asked his co-opera-

notes of the ritual, and that then
he and the business associates

of Dr. Stephenson, Drs. Allen and Hamilton, were obligated in
the Grand Army work.

There are naturally some differences in the statements of those
now surviving, who participated in the preliminary work of the
Grand Army of the Republic—differences oceasioned largely by
the necessity for relying upon memory, affer this lapse of time,
for details of matters that did not then seem so important, and
of which there are but meagre records.

The following are known to have participated in the confer-
ences in Springfield that finally resulted in the organization of the
Grand Army of the Republic: Colonel John M. Spyder, Doctor
James Hamilton, Major Robert M. Woods, Major Robert Allen,
Chaplain William J. Rutledge, Colonel Martin Flood, Colonel
Daniol Grass, Colonel Edward Prince, Captain John S. Ehelps,
Captain John A. Lightfoot, Captain (since Colonel) B. F. Smith,

MaJor A. A. NorTH.

store with which Dr. Stephenson °

tion in writing out the rough .
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RBrevet Major A. A. North, Captain Henry . Howe, and Lisuten-

4 t (since Colonel) B. F, Ha..wkes. )
Meetings were first held in the offices of Drs. Allen, Hamilton,
and sieﬂlﬁs_o_n_, and afterwards in the office of Colonel John M.
Snyder, then Secretary to Governor Oglea‘t.)y. )

One of Dr. Stephenson’s active associates a..t tha.t time was
aptain John 8. Phelps, who had enlisted as a private in Company
B, 32d Tllinois Infantry, and, at the age of 1$ yeoars, had been pro-
moted to be First Lieutenant *for meritorions cm}duct at Fort
Donelson and Pittsburg Landing.” His interest in the matter
was strong and practical, and he urged Dr. Step' henso_n to at once
make a beginning by effecting an orga.m:za.tion in Sp.rmgﬁeld. )
Captain Phelps also corresponded with the Sold'lers' and Sail-

s ors League in St. Louis, and obtained a copy of their rltual,_por-
tions of which were used for the Grand Army of the Republic, .
The name for the organization had not been decided upon in
> March, and it is probable that the “work” of an Order started in
1865 in Missouri, “ THE ADVANCE GUARD oF AMERICA” or “The
Grand Army of Progress,” snggested the present title.

" When the ritual was finally deemed ready for printing, in order
that due secrecy might be secured, Govemori}g}@% who had
$ ' boen consulted, suggested that it should be printed in Decatur by
$he proprietors of the Decatur Z'ribune, I. W. Q-oltr;:g_ and J ose'ph
Prior, who, with their employees, had been in the military service.
After some correspondence with them on this subject, Captain
Pholps was sent to Decatur to supervise the printing of the Rx_tnal,
first obligating Messrs. Coltrin and Prior and their compositors
R to secrecy.

Captain Phelps, during his stay in Deeatur, also cailed on a
i sumber of his soldier friends, principally members of the 4lst
IMinois Tnfantry, and sought their co-operation.

While this work was ander way, Dr. J. W. Routh, of Deca-
. tur, who was intimately acquainted with Major Stephenson, went
to Springfield to make personal inquiries about the proposed-or-
ganization, and he interested Captain M. F. Kanan ir his mission.
Together they ealled upon Major Stephenson, and this visit re-
sulted in their determination to at once organize a Post in De-
4 catur, _
3 On the return of Dr. Routh and Captain Kauan; but a short
time was required to secure signatures to an application for a
charter; and, anxious to be the first to organizs, they again went
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to Springfield to present the applieation in person and arrange
for the muster.

Accordingly, on the sixth day of April, 1866, Major Stephenson,
asgisted by Captain Phelps, organized at Decatur the ﬁE%PEaTBf
the Grand Army of the Republic.

The Charter reads as follows:

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,

DEPARTMENT oF ILLINOIS.

To all whom it may concern, gresting : :

Know ye, that the Commander of the Department of Ilinois,
reposing special trust and confidence in the patriotism and fidelity
of M. F. Kanan, G. R. Steele, Geo. H. Dunning, I. C. Pugh, J. H.
Nale, J. T. Bishop, C. Reibsame, J. W. Routh, B. F. Sibley, I. N.
Coltrin, Joseph Prior, and A. Toland, does, by the puthority in
him vested, empower and constitute them Charter Members of an
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, to be known as
Post 1, of Decatur, District of Macon, Department of Illinois, §
and they are hereby constituted as said Post, and authorized to
make By-Laws for the government of said Post, and to do and
perform all acts necessary to conduct and carry on said organiza-
tion in accordance with the Coastitution of the Grand Army of
the Republic.
Done at Springfield, Tllinois, this 6th day of April, 1866.

B. F. STE
Commander of Department.

Roserr M. Woons, Adjutant-General,

The minutes of the first meeting read as follows :
“Af an informal meeting held April 6, 1866, for the purpose of

organizing an Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic,
the following-named persons were mustered by Major Stephanson,
- and constituted Charter Members: I. C._Rugh, Geo. R. Stesle,
J. W. Bauth, Jos. Prior, J. H. Nale, J. T. Bishop, G. H. Dunping,
B. F. 8ibley, M. F. Kanan, C. Reibsame, I. N. Colirin, Aquilla
Toland ; when, upon motion, the Encampment sntered into ap
election of officers with the following result :

GROUP OF

CHARTER MEMBERS, PosT 1.
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“ OQFFICERS OF THE DiIsTRicT—Brigadier-General L C.&Lht”
< Oommandant District; Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Nale, Distric
"thehMaster; Dr. J. W. Routh, Adjutant.
« Orricens FOR TRE Post—M. F. Kanan, Post Commander; G.
- R Steele, Post Adjutant; G. H. Dunning, Post Quarter-Master ;
C. Heibsams, Officer of the Day; J. T. Bishop, Officer of the
8 Guard ; J. W.lﬂouth Post Surgeon ; all of whom “were duly mus-
E- tered by Major Stephenson, who then declared the Encampment
k duly organized and ready for the transaction of any and all busi-
k. ness which might come before it, and assigned to it the posT oF
F. zoxom as

“Decator ExcampuenT, No. 1.

“On motion, a committee of two was appointed to procure a
£ suitable room for the Encampment and report at the next regunlar
# meeting. Captains Kanan and Dunning, Committee.

“ On motion Tuesday was decided upon as the night for regu-
lar meetings. .

*“ On motion adjourned to meet April 10, 1866,

“Signed, M. F. KANAN, P. C.
*“G. R. STEELE, P. 4.”

At the meeting on April 10th, N. G. Burns, Henry Gorman, N.
E. Winholtz, W. H. Andrews, and W. H. B. Rowe, were mustered
in dm',‘ and thus became the first recruits after the organiza-
tion of the Post.
' The following is the military record of the charter members
g of this Post:

i RECORDS OF CHARTER MEMBERS POST NO. ONE, DECATUR, TLLINOIS.

M. F. Kanax was born in the State of New York., Enlisted
8t Decatur, Illinois, July 27, 1861, as First Lieatenant, Company
A, 41st Illinois Infantry, and served with his regiment in ail of-
' Grant’s campaigns in the West, among which were the capture of
. Forts Heiman, Henry, and Donelson, Corinth, and Vicksburg,
being wounded at Donelson. He also participated in the battles
of “Shiloh,” «“Hatchie,” and the charge of Colonel I C. Pngh’s
Brigade at Jackson, Mississippi, on July 12, 1862, when more thar
two-thirds of the entire Brigade were either killed or wounded.
He was promotéd to be Captsin for meritorious services at the
battle of Shiloh; afterwards served on the staff of Major-General
' M. M. Crocker, and was for a time assigned by Major-General Jaa.
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Corps at Vicksburg, Mississippi.

He returned to his regiment in the Spring of 1864, and com- 8

manded the 4lst Illinois Veteran Battalion in the eampaign
against Atlanta. He resigned November 10, 1864, and was after-
ward employed in the Adjutant-General’s Department at Spring-
field, Tllinois, until the close of the war.

Ho is now (1888) serving his second term as Mayor of Decatur,
and is & member of Post No. 141, Department of Illinois. '

1886 ; moved to Illinois in December, 1856 ; enlisted as Second
Lieutenant, Company A, 41st Illinois Infantry, July 27, 1861, at
Decatur, and served in the campaign which resulted in the eap-
ture of Forts Henry, Heiman, and Donelson.

He served as Adjutant of his regiment during the battles of
Shiloh, the advance on Corinth, occupation of Memphis, Tennes-
ses, and the battle of Hatchie. In November, 1862, was appointed
Captain and Aide-de-camp, and assigned to duty on the staff of
Major-General James B. MecPherson, commanding 17th Army
Corps, and took an active part in all of the campaigns of that
Corps, including the marches, battles, and operations which ve-
sulted in the capture of Vicksburg,

In March, 1864, he accompanied Major-General McePherson to
Huntsville, Alabama, when that General was assigned to the com-
fnand of the “ Army of the Tennessee,” and served on his staff dur-
ing the eampaign against Atlanta, including the battle of July 22
1864, where General McPherson was killed. By order of Genera.i
'W. T. Sherman he accompanied the remains of General MePher-
son to their last resting-place at Clyde, Ohio. -

He was afterwards assigned to duty as Aide-de-camp to Major-

" General Frank P. Blair, who succeeded to the command of the

17th Army Corps.

He served with General Blair on Sherman’s March to the Sea.
the occupation of Savannah, Georgia, the campaign through the;
Carolinas, and the occupation of Columbia, South Carolina and
Raleigh, North Carolina, Brevetted Major, United States V(’)lun-
toers, March 13, 1865; was present at the meeting of Generals
S.hn:ma.n_and Johngton, April 17, 1865, near Ralsigh, North Caro-
lina, where negotistions were had for the surrender of J ohnston’s
Army.

B. McPherson as Assistant Provost-Marshal of the 1Tth Army 7

Gro. R. STEELE was born in Springfield, Ohio, Septeraber 12,
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£ He was present and took part im the organization of the
% Socioty of the Army of the Tennessee,” in the .Siate Capitol
Ebuilding at Raleigh, North Carolina, April 14, 1865. Participated
n the  Grand Review " at Washington, D. ., and after the mus-
Fiar-oub of the troops of the 17th Army Corps, at Louisville, Ken-
fucky, was assigned to duty with General Blair at Si. Louis,
‘Missouri, and was mustered-out of the military service November
99, 1865.

F. Has since resided at Dacatur, Illinois, and is now (1888) Treas-
urer of Macon County, Illincis, an active Grand Army man, and
A oharter member of Post No. 141, Department of Illinois.

Geo. H. Duxnmig entered the Army from Decatur, as Captain
Company A, 21st Illinois Infantry (Grant’s Regiment), May 17,
E 1861, serving until October 24, 1862, when, on account of ill health,
F ho resigned, and has since died. .

Isaac C. PysH was a veteran of the Black Hawk and Mexican
§. ' Wars.

. He entered the three months service April 16, 1861, as Captain
% of Company A, 8th Illinois Infantry. At the expiration of this
*term he returned to Decatur, [llinois, and organized the 41st Il-
[ nois Infantry, which regiment served with the Army of the Ten-
B nessee, being actively engaged in all the campaigns of that army.

He was mustered-out August 20th, 1864, and was brevetted
Brigadier-(Feneral of Voluntesrs, March 10, 1865. After his mus-
ter-out he served four years as Clerk of Macon County, Illinois,
k. and was appointed Postmaster at Decatur during President Grant's

administration. He died while holding that position.

) JoeN H. NaLE entered the service July 27, 1861, as Captain
~ Company A, 41st Illinois Infantry, and was in active service with

his regiment during all its marches and engagements. -

: Promoted to be Major, April 8, 1862, Lieutenant-Colonel, De-
- cember 26, 1862 ; mustered-out Angust 20, 1864.

‘When the last call was made for troops he re-enlisted as Cap-

- tain Company K, 152d Illinois Infantry, and was mustered-out as

© Major at the close of the war. He then located at Decatur, IIii-

nois, and afterward moved to Memphis, Tennesses, where he died
- of yellow fever.

J, T. _Bisgop ‘entered the servics as First Lientenant, Compa-
ny I, 116th-minois Infantry, September 6, 1862; was promoted
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to Captain April 25, 1863 ; served in the 15th (Liogan's) Corps;
was in the campaign of Grant which resulted in the capture of
Vicksburg ; with Sherman to Chattanooga, Tennessee, participating
in the battle of Missionary Ridge and the march to Knoxville to
the relief of Burnside’s command. Resigned March 30, 1864, and
returned to Decatur ; subsequently moved to the East, and is Sec-
retary of the Oil Companies at Bradford, Pennsylvania, and a 1
member of Post No. 141, Department of Pennsylvarnia.

CHRIisTIAN RIEBSAME, a native of Rhenish Bavaria, Germany,
enlisted as private in Company B, 116th Illinois Infartry, August
11, 1862 ; was promoted to Sergeant, then First Lieutenant, Jan-
uary, 1863, and Captain, January 28, 1864. His regiment was as-
signed to the 2d Division of the 15th (Logan's) Corps, and partic- §
ipated in all the battles and marches of that corps from Memphis,
in 1862, to Bentonville, North Carolina, 1865, including Vicksburg,
Chattanooga, Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, J uly 22

. and 28, 1864, Sherman’s Mareh to the Ses, the Storming of Fort
MeAllister, the Campaign through the Carolinas, and the Capture
of Columbia, Soutk Carolina. :

Was in the Grand Review at Washington, D. C., and was mus- }
terad-out June 7, 1865.

He returned to Decatur, and resided there until 1869, when he
moved to Bloomington, Illinois. He is very active in all matters
of interest to the comrades of the late war, is a life member of the
Society of the Army of the Tennessee, a pioneer of the North
American Turners-bund of St. Louis, and a member of Post No.
146, Bloomington, Department of Illinois.

J. W. RouTx enlisted as Corporal in Company A, 41st Tilinois
Infantry, July 27,1861, from Decatur, Illinois,

Served with his company at the capture of Forts Heiman,
Henry, and Donelson ; was then promoted to Hospital Steward,
and served as such during his term of enlistment,

During the Vicksburg campaign, and after the capiure of that
city, Comrade Routh served as Hospital! Steward of a General i
Field Hospital in charge of Dr. B. F. Stephenson ; they became |
warm personal friends, and Dr. Rounth was among the first to
whom Dr. enson confided his project for the organization
of a society of the soldiers and sailors of the war of the rebellion,

Dr. Bouth was mustered-out with his regiment, August 10,
1864, He practiced medicine in Decatur for several years, then
removed to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he died in 1886,

(€]

rOGP OF CHARTER MEMBERS, Posr I.
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i, B. F. SIBLEY was a practicing physician in Decatur at the
ﬁ;ne of the breaking out of the war; enlisted in the 21st Illinois
fInfantry, acting as Surgeon. Resigned in the fall of 1862 on ac-
Faount of ill health; returned to Decatur, where he now resides
¥and continues the practice of his profession.

B. TIsasc N. CoLTRIN entered the service June 28, 1862, from Clin-
K ton, Nllinois, in Company E, 66th Illinois Infantry. During its
form of service this regiment was with the Army of Virginia and of
"$he Potomac. He was mustered-out in September, 1862, and then
Esottled at Decatur. He, with Joseph M. Prior, commenced the
Fpublication of the Decatur T'ribune. They printed the first ritual
E for the Grand Army of the Republic. He still lives in Decatur,
and is a practical printer in the office of the Decatur Republican.

JoserH M. _PrioR entered the service as First Sergeant, Com-
any E, 68th Illinois Infantry, May 30, 1862, from Clinton, Illi-
_nois; wag mustered-out in September, 1862, settling in Decatur;
joined I. N. Coltrin in the publication of the Decatur T'ribune,
gand assisted in printing the first ritual. He subsequently moved
Eto East St. Louis, Illinois, where he died.

" Aquinra ToLAND enlisted as private, Company E, 17th Ohio
g Infantry, in Lonaon, Ohio, at the first call for troops to serve
bthree months. He and a friend were the first to eurol their
g names as volunteers in Madison County, Illincis, After the ex-
R piration of his term of enlistment he re-enlisted in Company A,
F118th Regular Ohio Infantry; was promoted to be First Lien-
f tenant, and was much of the time in command of his compaay on
socount of the physieal disability of his captain.

After having been mustered-out of the servics, he returned to
ondon, Ohio; subsequently moved to Decabur; took an active
part in the organization of Post Omne, and always contributed
financially to the relief of soldiers in distress. Purchaging a
flrm some 12 or 15 miles northwest from Decatur, he engaged
In agricultural pursuits until his death in 1878. i

THE RITUAL.

In preparing the ritual, Major Stephenson evidently thought
that all his ideas in relation to the objects to be accomplished by
the organization should be fully elaborated. He had added sug-
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gestions of others until the ritual became exceedingly lengthy; !
the commander's charge alone contained nearly two thousard
words, equal to four of these pages. Prior to the organization of
the Decatur Post, on the request of Major Stephenson, a commit-
tee, consisting of Dr. Rogth, M. F. Eapan, J. T. Bishop, George
R. Steele and G. H, Dunning, read over the MSS. of the ritual, to !
auggest amendments, but on April 18, 1866, Major Stephenson

again referred to the matter as follows: -
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r his letter was read to the Post, and comrades. Bighop, Dun-

Mory, Sibley and, Glass were constituted a committee to
ply with the request. Comrades Dunning, Nale and_Steele
p appointed a committee to draft regulations (by-laws) for the
t. Up to this date no constitution had been drafted, though
general plans had been discussed.

;On April 29, Major_Stephenson again wrote Captain _Kanan,

ng him either to send immediately, or personally take a copy

the constitution and ritual to Springfield « for comparison with
Ndraft being made ™ there, that they might “cull and select the

t of both.” .

'The minutes of May 9 note a report from the committee’ that

he regulations and ritual had been presented to Department

Headquarters and accepted.” The original ritual had been re-

od, a8 one of the committee has since stated, by the free use of

Ppasto and scissors—cutting out nearly one-half of the commander’s
loharge.

CONSTITUTION.

The constitution thus agreed upon was printed in Springfield,

gnd copies sent to the Decatur Post on May 15, followed shortly

by copies of the revised ritual
e plan of organization provided for—

§7: 1st—PrECINCT OBeANIZATIONS, to be known as Post No. ——

me of city, town, township, ward, or precinct). The officers to
Post Commander, Adjutant, and Quartermaster (presumably by
ction), and *an Officer of the Day and such other officers as
¥ be necessary for the transaction of business, to be detailed by
b commanding officer.”

2d—CouNTY ORGANIZATIONS, to be known as District of (name

#l county), with a District Commander, an Assistant Adjutant

neral and District Quartermaster.
3d—8TATE ORGANIZATIONS, to be known as Department of

Bame of State). Officers—Department Commander, Adjutant-
General, Asgistant Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-General.

4th—Tar Narronar ORGANIZATION, to be known as “ THE

Granp ARnY oF TRE REPUBLIC.” The officers to be a Command-

Officer, Adjutant-Gieneral and Quartermaster-General.
In the constitution printed in May, the letters U. S. A. are not
Pended to the title, but were used in signatures to documents at
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that time and later, making the title read
Republic, U. S. A.”

“Grand Army of the

REPRESENTATION.

Encampment. Thke County or District Organization was to be
composed of one delegate for every ten members of the Grand
Army of the District. The District Organization had generai
supervision of Posts, and the establishment of new Posts. Each
District was entitled to one delegate in the Department Organiza-
tion, which was to meet once in each year.

gates from esch Department. The constitution, as amended by
the convention at Springfield, July 12, 1866, made no change in
the mode or ratio of representation as above given, but provided
for additional officers, as follows:

In the National Organization, sn Assistant Commanding Offi-

ant Department Commander, Surgeon-General and Chaplain. In
Posts, an Assistant Post Commander, Post Surgeon, Post Chap-
lain, Officer of the Day and Officer of the Guard. Officers of
Posts were to be elected annually at the last meeting in December.

The Declaration of Principles in the Constitution, written by
Adjutant-General Robert M. Woods, read as follows ;

CoNSTITUTION OoF THE GRAND ‘ARMY OF THE REepunLIC.

ARTICLE L
DECLARATION oF PRINCIFLES.

Section 1. The soldiers of the Volunteer Army of the United States, during the
Rebellion of 1881-5, actuated by the impulses and convictions of patriotism and of
eternal right, and combined in the strong bands of fellowship and unity by the toils,
the dangers, and the victories of a long and vigorously waged war, feel themselves
called upon to declare, in definite form of words and in determined co-operative
action, those principles and rules which shounld guide the earnest patriot, the en-
lightened freeman, and the christian citizen in his course of action; and to agree
upon those plans and laws which should govern them in a united and systematic

the grand results of the war, the fruits of their labor and toil, 80 a8 to benefit the de-
serving and worthy.

8ee. 3. The results which are designed to be accomplished by this organization are
as follows: ' B

Posts wers to have no direct representation in the Department §§

The NATIONAL ORGANIZATION was to be composed of two dele- )

oer, Surgeon-General and Chaplain. In Departments, an Assist- B

working method with which, in some measure, shall be effected the preservation of,
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: 1st. The preservation of those kind and fraternal feelings which have bound to-
L+ gether, with the strong cords of love and affection, the comrades in arms of many
bettles, sieges and marches.

2d. To make these tiea available in works and results of kindness, of favor and
material aid to those in need of assistance. . .

8d. To make provision, where it is not already done, for the support, care and
education of soldiers’ orphans, and for the maintenanm_a of the widows of deceased
soldiers. . :
4th. For the protection and assistance of disabled soldiers, whether disabled by

wounds, sickness, old age or misfortune. R

4 6th. For the establishment and defense of the late soldiery of the United States,

morally, socially and politically, with a view lo inculeate a proper appreciation of

their services to the country, and to a recogrition of such services and claims by the
. American people.

B To this section the National Encampment, in Philadelphia,
January, 1868, added: But this Association does not design to
make nominations for office or to use its influence as a secret or-
‘ganization for partisan purposes.
The Indianapolis Convention added the word “sailors* where
omitted in the Springfield Constitution, and also added a new
g seotion, from the Constitution of the “ Loyal Legion,” ag follows:

"#th. The maintenance of true allegiancs to the Uhnited States of America, based
ki upoo paramounnt respect for, and #idelity to, the national constitution and laws, mani.
:fested by the discountenancing of whatever. may tend to weaken loyalty, incite to
¥ insurrection, treason or rebellion, or in any manner impairs the efficiency and per-

manency of our free institutions, together with a defense of universal liberty, equal
 rights and justice to all men.

Changes were made in the titles of s number of afficers as
B Grand Commander for Department Commander, and Senior and
Junior Vice Post Commanders for Assistant Post Commanders.

-In May, 1869, the present form of Rales and Regulations was
sdopted.

Although a number of veterans had been obligated at the se-
¢ret conferences held in Springfield, Post 2 had not been formally
} Organized, owing to fears expressed by Major Stephenson. that
other parties, who were not friendly to himself, would endeavor to
Becure control of the organization. .

No records have been preserved of the preliminary meetings of
_Post No. 2, but the minutes of J uly 10, 1866, refer to action taken
at previous meetings without apecifying the dates when they were
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ished belief of its founder—years that were to test the fuith , g

constancy of the few, and show the weakness of the many who ha i i urpose i ig of ¢ )
failed to comprshend the principles of the Order, and measure It:l: ..::;z ?f.iﬁ- t;l;:r::ie c?;g:d: He w:st tkﬁoi%ﬁgf ooffm;n;rt;:trrltl:c
these only by personal desires or as means for their own g od of my maohood. Together we commenced to climb life's upward pathway,
vancement. 4 ere we reacled the summit, he, wearying of the burden, laid himself down to

After years of unrequited toil, disabled and discouraged, D ‘
Stephenson removed his family from Springfield to the old how
at Petershurg. He died at Rock Creek, Menard county, Illinoj
August 30, 1871, in his 49th year.

He was buried in the cemetery at Rock Creek, and his remaing
there rested until August 29, 1882, when they were removed tq
Petersburg, and interred in the Soldiers Plot of Rosa Hill Ceme
tery, on the banks of the Sangamon river, one mils east of Poters
burg.

The solemz services of re-interment were conducted by Estill
Post No. 71, G. A. R., of Petersburg; the widow, & son and twol
daughters being prasent.

The procession was under the charge of Colonel Cornoliy
Rourke, Marshal.

The pall-bearers were John J. Baker, Thomas Kearns, P. S

Scatf, Joseph Deerwester, J. W, Biggs, and Richard Goodsell.

The services over the grave were in accordance with the Girand]
Army Ritual.

After the coffin had been lowered into the grave the Revorend]
Franeis Spripger, Chaplain, pronounced the following :

Judge JAMES A, MaraeNY, of Springfield, spoke as follows :

Aswe buried our comrade, the grave covered more than his pulseless form—
d hopes that made bright the future—grand thoughts that would have left their
mpress on the minds of men—great purposes to be achieved—a lofty ambition to
Fhe reslized ; these, all these we buried with him,

f »The world is full of overestimated men. The graveyard is peopled with un-
estimated men. It was the misfortune of our comrade to be pumbered with the
¢r. Thousands infinitely his inferior have written their pames in imperishable
shamcters on the pages of our country’s history. Struggle as be did, and labor as he
fmight, no compensating reward ever came. When abundant success seemed as-
thured, and he stretched forth his hand to seize the coveted fruit, he grasped only
i Dead Sea apples” of ashes and bitterness.

% *Buccess in life is one of earth’s strangest mpysteries. To some it comes un.
'heralded and unsought for, and in too many instances undeserved.  OQthers labor for
13t and labor ever in vain, dying with every aspiration isfied, and avery r

Fble hope unfulfilled. 8o died our comrade. . .

* [t was an expressive saying of the ancients that * Justice traveled with leaden
ngs,” reaning that though delayed, its coming was inevitable and sure. I have
faith to believe that ample justice will yet be done to our departed comrade, that his
ymemory will be rescued from the darkness fast<losing around it, and his name record-
Eod, where it should be, on the scroil of fame.

" “Bome one has said that he would much rather that posterity should ask why

Rthey did not raise a monument to lils memory than to ask why they did.
¢ “1 do not know that any marbie shaft will ever tower aloft over the spot where

iMeeps our comrade and friend, but I do know that he buiit for himself a monu-
fment more glorious than marble or granite, and yet that unrelenting fate that ever
f pursued him, robbing him of well nigh all that was justly his due, is still at its re-
Jentless work. The thousands who annually meet at the reunions of the Grand
Amy of the Republic give no thought to the heart that nuriured and to the brain
that conceived the grand idea of s Brotherhood of Soldiers,
8. “ When this thought first eame Lo our comrade his whole soul was filled with the

 frand conception. Without rest or weariness his every energy was devoted to the
i sccomplishment of the grand design. With a patriotic inspiration he saw clearly the
great good to be atiained. He felt that hie was erecting an altar upon which the fire
of love for the whole union would burn and burn forever. He saw with prophetic
vision the Star Spangled Banser of a nation—not a confederation of discordant
Btates, but 4 nation's banner—unfurled to the breeze, and with funcy’s esr he heard
the tramp, tramp of the million soldiers of the Grand Army as they gathered beneath
110 shield and defend it from every harm. .

“ My friends, how well he read the futuret His glad anticipations are more than
Talized. The camp fires of the Grand Army are burning from ocean to ocean,
Thousands and tens of thousands of his brotherhood of soldiers meet nightly in fra-
« Yernal greetings, The Lanoer that he s0 loved is floating stainless and pure in God’s
ME’“ sunshine, never again to be soited and torn by traitorous hands.

Though not here to witaess it, the grand dream of his iife has assumed the pro-.

*'T'o another of our companioas in the Jjourney of earthiy existence is the work of
life done; the march has been made, the Jjourney is ended and the grave now lold
the form of a comrade whom on earth we shall not se¢ again,

' “We cherish the memory and honor the name of our departed brother, B. F.
Stephenson, because be was worthy as & countryman, neighbor and friend. But to
day we call to mind, also, the position and servica of our departed brother us ond]
of the great family of patriotic citizens who periled property and life in the ca
of our glorious country.

*This service of re-burial is conducted in the name of the Grand Army of the
Republic, ore purpose of whose organization is to peryp e the recollection, and
widen the sphere of influence, which justly belong to that achievement whereb_;' he
United States of America bas once more d rated the ity of national]
unity, and the saperiority of our demoeratic republic over every other form of gov:
ernment known to earth. America is the home of a new impulse Lo the wo:]d'
civilization upor the basis of equality, christian fraterni y and rationsl liberty. reg
lated by law emanating from the people. Qur comrade bore a part in that g
movement,” )
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rade reposes all unconscious that his hour of triumph has come.

““The law of compensation pervades all nature. A new thought proclaimed, g
&ood deed done, or a heroic act performed, will sconer or later meet its proper reward,
It may tarry long. It may linger in its coming, but come it will, with unfailing ces

tainty.

*“In obedience to that law, we have come, even at this late day, to do honor to o
departed comrade. And friends, let it not stop here. Let us by some fitting testi.
menial proclaim to all coming time our appreciation of the grand work accomplished

by our departed friend and companion. Let us—

* ¢ Beek no further his merits to disclose,
Nor draw his frailties from their dread abode.
There they alike in trembling hope repose,
The bosom of his Father and his God.” ™

portions of a bright reality. The note that he struck, single-handed and aloge,
swelled into a glorious anthem. The light that he kindled is illuminating an entj
land, and at the last is Ainging its radiance over the consecrated apot where our com

FirsT GRAND ARMY_STAFF OFFICERS.



CHAPTER 1V,
THE SPRINGFIELD CONVENTI_ON.
Pnron to the formal institution of Post No. 2, at Springfield,

partment staff had been agreed upon to prosecute the work
bt organizing Posts, and this was announced as follows :

GRAKD ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
ADJUTANT-GERERAL'S OFFICE

nNu. ORDERS | HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ILLmom,}
3 0. 1. 3
BPRINGPIELD, [LLINOIS, Apl.'il 1st, 1866,

The following named officers are hereby announced on duty at these head-
ra:

Colonel JuLgs O, WEBBER, did-de.Camp and Chief of Staff.

Major RosEnt MIWooDs, Adjuiant. Generdd.

Qolonel Jomx M. SNYDER, Quariermaster-General,

Lieutenant Jorx 8."PEELPs. Afd-de-Camp.

Captain Jorw A. Liafiz¥ooT, dstistani AdfuiantGeneral,
_

By order of

B. F. STEPHENSON,

Commanding Department.
ROBERT M. WOODS,

Adjutant-General. .
General Jures C. Wesser, Chief of Staff, enlisted August 18,
1, as Regimental Quartermaster, 18th Illinoiz Volunteers.
omoted to be Captain snd Aid-de-camp, and served on the staff
fMajor-General Steele. Promoted to be Lieutenant-Colonel and
Faltorwards Colonel, 18th Illinois, on veteran re-organization.
nstered out December 18, 1865. Brevet Brigadier-General,

¥ March 27, 1865. Died in Vicksburgh, Mississippi, 1871,

Major Roberr M. Woons, Adjutant-General, served during the -
“1'1? part of the war in the Quartermaster-General’s office,
> Bpringficld, Illineis, and also under Governor Richard Yates. On
une 27,1864, was commissioned Adjutant 64th Ilinois (Yates'
h"P-shooters). Participated in the Atlanta Campaign, the
March to the Sea, and the Campaign in the Carolinas, and was

(5]
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Present at the organization of the Socisty of the Army of thg THE SPRINGFIELD CONVENTION.
Tennesses, at Raleigh, North Carolina, April, 1865. Promoted
Captain Company A, July 13, 1865. Brevetted Major, United]

. States Volunteers, March 13, 1865. He is now publisher of the

dJoliet, Illinois, Republic and Sun.

The Constitution preseribed that State organizations should
composed of one Delegate from each District in the Depart-
t'.::: was not deemed judicious to organize the Department of .Il-
ois on this basis, and therefore a Call for a General Convention
g issued over the names of prominent veterans, to better secure
Bhe presence of a large number, who could then be tho‘rm}ghly in-
Hormed as to the objects of the Order, and instructed in 1ts‘work,
Mad thus become more directly interested in the formatlofx of
EPosts. ]

Posts then organized or under way were duly notified, and the
wepapers of the State gave wide publicity to t%xe proposed
nvent.ion, thus attracting the general attention desired. —

F The Call read as follows:

JouN M. SNYDER, Quartermaster-General, was Quartermaste
6th Illinois Ca\;iFy, September 1, 1861, until Ji uly 1, 1862, servi
part of the time as Brigade Quartermaster. On muster-out he
teturned to Jacksonville, and enlisted in the 101st Illinois Infan.
try, of which he was appointed Quartermaster. In March, 186
ke was directed to report to Governor Yates, at Springfield, and
wad appointed Aid-de-camp, with rank 6T Major, and in March)
1864, was promoted Colonel. Ho assisted in the work of organiz
ing Tllinois troops, and alse visited United States hospitals to se
cure the transfer of all Illinois soldiers therein to hospitals in
their own State or to their homes on furlough. In 1865 he was)

" appointed Military Secretary to Governor Oglesby, and in this
position aided largely in organizing the Grand Army of the Re
public. He now resides at Canton, Ilinois.

SPRINGFTELD, ILLINOIS, June 26, 1866.

A CONVENTION

M the members of the GRARD ARMY or TEE REPUBLIC, and Illinois.soldiers anfi
Joan A. LIGHTF0OT, Assistant Adjutant-General, entered the paflors, will be beld in the hail of the House of Representatives at Springfield, INi-
i in,” inoi ofs, on Thursday, July 12, 1666.
service as Captaln, G?mpany A, 101st Il.1m01s ¥nf_a.ni.;ry,. Janua B The bust !J;be p 3 2t this ing 18 of the highest Importance 0 ail
1, 1862; was taken prisoner at Hol_ly Springs, MlsBISS}ppx, Decen_l feacrably discharged soldiers and sailors.
ber 20, 1862; was compelled to resign by reason of ill health in Delegates are cxpected from every Post in the State. ‘ _ .
April, 1864. He has since died. As many of our soldiers have not had an opportunity to join our Army, they will
P8 musiered in on that occasion. .
a'ﬂm soldiers of the State of Illinois who desire to assist in the care of the families
ftheir fallen comrades, of the disabled and unfortunate, who would assist each other
Y acts of friendship and of cHarity, and who wish to establish and maintain the
hta of the volunteer soldiery of the late war, morally, socially and politically, are
uested to meet with us.

Jomx 8. PreLps, Aid-de-Camp. (See page 35.)

With the possible exception of Captain Lightfoot, these officers
had all recoived valuable experience in responsible staff positions

in the army, and were thoroughly qualified for the duties devolv:
ing upon them.

g The names appended to this call have been here arranged in .

Assignments were made for official visits to different locsl BAlphabotical order, with the military records, as far as it was pos-

ities in the State to secure the co-operation and assistance of le to obtain them, added. )

influential veterans who could organize Posts. RR. ALLEN, GEORGE T.—Surgeon 14th Illinois, April 28, 1861; pro-
The work proceeded very slowly at first, as soldiers gene}aﬂ R Eio isutenant-Colonel and Medical Inspector, June 14, 1862;

were doubtful of the result of the project; but prior to July 19 ustered-out October 31, 1865. ‘ :

the date fixed for the sssembling of a State Convention to forn§ A-FETEONG, Winiam J. L -

the Department of TIllinois, thirty-nine Posts had been cha :BEVEBIDGE, JouN L.—Major 8th Illinois Cavalry, September

tered. - , 1851, To November 2, 1863; Colonel 17th Illinois Cavalry, Jan-
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l!ggmr,m,, GREENVILLE M.—Captain, Company C, 1st Illingj
Cavalry, July 19, 1861; Lieutenant-Colonel 54th Illinois Infant;

October 10, 1861; Colonel, December 10, 1862; Brevet Brigadier.
General, Auguat 22, 1865; mustered-out Oectober 15, 1865. No
Warden Southern Illinois Penitentiary, Chester, Illinois. 4
OsBorN, TaomMas O.—Lieutenant-Colonel 39th Illinois Infan,
try, July 22, 1861; Brevet Brigadier-General, March 10, 1865
Brigadier-General, May 1, 1865 ; Brevet Major-General, April 2
1865 ; resigned September 28, 1865. Afterward Minister to Ar)

gentine Republie.

Parwer, Jouw M. (For Portrait and Biography, see page 65.)
EsBSON, RoBERT N.—Private, Commissary-Sergeant, Adjutant
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Colonel, 31st Illinois Infantry,

serving from September 18, 1861, to Jul
dier-General, March 13, 1865.

Puan, Issac C.—Colonel 41st Illinois Infantry, July 27, 1861;
midtered-out August 20, 1864; Brevet Brigadier-General, March;
10, 1865.

PLuMmEr, Samvsr C.—Surgeon 13th Tllinois Infantry, May 2,

1861; mustered-out June 18, 1864.

- RgrienoE, Rev. WitLian J.  (For Portrait and Biography, ses
page 33.) ‘
Rmvakee, JouN I.—Colonel 122d Illinois Infantry, Septembe
4, 1862 ; Brevet Brigadier-General, March 13, 1865 ; mustered-out]
July 15, 1865. Now Chairman Board of Railroad and Warehouse
Commissioners, State of Illinois.

] Rv)j}r_NOLDs, dJosepr 8. (For Portrait and Biography, see Cha
ter XIV

» Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.)

Rog, Epwarp R.—Major 33d Illinois Infantry, August 15, 18613
Lieutenant-Colonel, September 5, 1862 ; resigned Ma,
szcount of wounds received at Vicksburg, May 22, 1863,
Scmmirr, WiLLiam A.—Captain 27th Illinois Infantry, Auguss
21, 1861; Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel; three years
service; mustered-out July 4, 1865; Brevet Brigadier-Gieners

March 10, 1865. He was instrumental in organizing the Depa
ment of Maine. (See MAINE.) d
SwrrH, GinEs A.—Captain and Colonel 8th Missouri Infap
rigadier-Genersl, commanding 4th Division, 17th Army]
Corps, November 24, 1865; mustered-out Fobruary 1, 1866
Second Assistant Postmaster-General under President Gran
Since deceased.
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EENBON, Bexsamin F.  (For Biography, see page 47. Por-
it opposite page 33.)
BxYoER, JOBN M. (For Biography, see page 54.)
"BrokEs, James H.—Captain Chicago Board of Trade Battery,
a - 1862; mustered out August 31, 1864. -
i8rrLERs, H. VaN—Second Lieutenant, Company E, 12th Illinois
Bfantry, August 1, 1861 ; Captain, March 3, 1862; Lieutenant-
Blonel, February 19, 1864; Colonel, July 10, 1865 ; mustered-out
10th, 1865.
RUE, JAMES M.—Colonel 62d Tllinois Infantry, December 1,
; Brevet Brigadier-General, March 6, 1865; mustered-out May
-1865.
TaoupsoN, THoMASs M.—Capiasin, Company A, 14th Illinois In-
snfry, May 3, 1861-October 31, 1861.
ANDUZEN, D.
b WEBBEE, JuLEs C. (For Biography, see page 53.)
B WiLLsoN, HaLL—Major 27th Illinois Infantry, August 10, 1861;
onel 5th Illinois Cavalry, December 12, 1861-January 19,
Now deceased. .
. WaEaTON, LLovD—First Sergeant 8th Illinois Infantry, 3
onths service; in three yenrs service, First Lieutenant and
tain, Company E; Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Colonel;
ustered-out May 4, 1866.
‘Woons, Roseer M. (For Biography, see page 53.)

kThe following, not named in the above, were reported present

Bt the Convention

P Avans, CHaRLES H.—Major and Lientenant-Colonel 10th Tlli-

phola Infantry, 3 months service; Lisutenant-Colonel 1lst Illinois

ght Artillery, October 23, 1881, to November 2, 1864.

ArLeN, RoBerr—Captain, Company I, 30th Illinois Infantry,
ugu"EFEB, 1861 ; Major, November 20, 1862-August 12, 1864.
.M&I".EY, Ezra M.—Adjutant 69th Nlinois Infantry, 3 months

g ervico ; Lientenant-Colonel 126th Illincis Infantry, Septamber

1862-August 12, 1864
Bice, Jease W.—First Lieuterant, Company A, 3d Illinois

ks

g;m Ty, August 11, 1862; Captain, May 14, 1863; Major, April

» 1865; mustered-out October 10, 1865.
Briscor, AvLexanpER T.—Captain, Company A, 94th Illivois
hopm Y
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Infantry, August 20, 1862; Major, November 29, 1862; mustered. jmﬂHEWS, A. C.—Captain, Company C, 99th Tllinois Infantry,
out December 9, 1864. : ,4' ot 25, 1862; Major, October 9, 1863; Lieutenant-Colonel,

CLEMENTS, Isu(_:—Sec?nd Lieutenant 9th Illincis Infantry, Sy 25, 1864 ; Colonel, December 16, 1864; mustered-out July
July 27, 1861; First Lientenant and Captain; mustered-out 4 .

. . . , 1865.
August 20, 1864. ‘Has since served in a number of important "::I}IABTIN ParxruRsT T.—Promoted to Captain, Company K,
public positions. " :

. ih T tinois Infantry,'n.s re-organized March 18, 1865 ; mustered-
ConNingHaM, WiLLIAM—Captain, Company I, 90th Illinois In< .ct September 18, 1865.
fantry, from October 30, 1862, to July 11th, 1864. f:: Moore, JessE H.—Colonel 115th Tllinois Infantry, September

Dunyiwa, GeorGE H. (See page 39; Decatur Post.) 18, 1862 ; Brevet Brigadier-General, May 15, 1865 ; mustered-out
ROFOCK, WiLLlaM T.—First Lieutenant and Adjutant 45th Ill- .

: . ane 11, 1865. Appointed United States Consul to Callao, Peru,
inois Infantry, August 30, 1861; Captain, Company A, January 21, and died at his post of yellow fever.
1863 ; Colonel 66th United States Colored Troops, January 12, g

AN Mory, W. J. - .
1864; Brovet Brigadier-General, March 13, 1865. “Nors, ALvRED A.—(See Portrait, page 34) Enlisted Septem-
GEREEN, M. J.

her 31, 1861, as First Lieutenant Company A, 10th Illinois Cav-
gﬂ'—[—"v Fzep. H. Mry; resigned February 23, 1863, on account of ill health ; com-
Hir, —

. X A 'ss;oned Captain, Company M, 10tk TIllinois Cavalry, April 26,
HurLput, 8. A. (Portrait opposite page 68. For Biography, ;
e
see page 72.)

§1864 ; resigned October 15, 1864, on account of disease contracted
Jones, JoEN J.—Lieutenant-Colonel 46th Illinois Infantry,

Hn the service; brevatted Major, March 13, 1865.
—— 9. PureLps, JouN 8. (For Biography, see e 35.
Janaary 1, 1862; breveited Colorel; mustered-out January 20, E. DPrmen ( grapy pag )
1866. .

> PrENTISS, B. M.—Colonel 10th Illinois Infantry, April 29, 1861;
JorNgTON, E. S.—First Lieutenant 7th Illinois Infantry, July

Brigadier-General United States Volunteers, May 17, 1861;
- fajor-General, November 29, 1862-October 8, 1863.
22, 1861; -Captain, February 15, 1862; Major, April 22, 1864 ; mus- Prescorr, WiLrian T.
tered-out August 9, 1865. ] OTERE
Kmg, Jomx T.—Lieutenant-Colonel 114th Regiment Illinois

¥ PorerBavon, GeoroE—First Lientenant, Com.pany E, 47th
Mllinois Infantry, August 25, 1861; Captain, September 2, 1862;

Infantry, September 18, 1862; Colonel, August 4, 1863; resigned

on account of illness, December 4, 1864,

Hnustered-ont October 11,1864,  Junior Vice-Commander, Depart-
. oent of Illinois, 1880.

Ligartroor, JorN A, (For Biography, see page 54.)

Luxexs, EDWARD.

fr- Rupserr, RoBERT.—Private, Company F, 64th Illinois Infantry,
[December 17, 1861; Sergeant-Major, December 30, 1863; Adjutant,

McARrEUR, Jomn—Colonel 12th Regiment Illinois Infantry,
May 3, 1861; Brigadier-General United States Volunteers, March

RJuly 13, 1865 ; mustered-out July 1, 1865. .
’ E. Scarrs, WarTer B.—Major and Assistant Adjutant-General,
21, 1862; Brevet Major-General, Decomber 15, 1862; mustered-ou Edune 30, 1862, on the staff of General McClernand ; mustered-out
August 24, 1865, ) L 3 gdanuary 4, 1866. Since deceased.

w’ Jorn—Major 3d Tllinois Cavalry, September 11 Srcrres, H. F.—Major 9th Illinois Cavalry, September 18,
1861; Colonel 5th Illinois Cavalry, June 15, 1863; Brevet Brigs-§ 'mﬁlmebruary, 1862 ; promoted Lieutenant-Colonel; resigned
dier-General, March 13, 1865; mustered-out October 25, 1865. January 23, 1863, for disability; afterwards commissioned Colonel

MoNuLta, Joan—Captain, Company A, 1st Illinois Cavalry,

May 3, 1861, to July 14, 1862; Lieutenant-Colonel 94th Illinois;

47th Tllinois Icfantry, February 21, 1865; mustered-out January
Infantry, August 20, 1862; Colonel, November 29, 1862 ; mustered-

28, 1866; Brevet Brigadier-Goneral to date, March 13, 1865,
: ! SuErnERD, LEVIN W.—Captain and Assistant Quartermaster
out July 17, 1865. Now Receiver “ Wabash ” Railway System, State:
Chieago, Illinois.

:Upited States Army, October 3, 1862; mustered-out October 7,
“1865; brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel for faithful services during
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I 'The following constituted the Committee on Resolutions :

- Colorel John J. Jones, Major-General S. A. Hurlbut, General
by, T Frohock,mier-(}eneml Hiram F. Sickles, Captain
Beorge Puterbangh, Adjutant Daniel W. Munz, Colonel A. C.
Matthews, Colonel George P. Smith, Captain Hill, General I. N.
fffaynie, Captain Isaac¢ Clemens and Dr, George T, Allen.

- Major-General Hurlbut reported the following resolutions
Efrom the commitme,mwere adopted :

the war. Died while serving as Secretary of Illinois Soldiers
Home, Quiney, Illinois, 4

Surte, GEOrRGE P.—Colonel 129th Illinoig Infantry, September
8, 1862-May 7, 1868. ,

§ﬂu, Bensamiy F.—Captain and Assistant Adjotant-Genera]
on the staff of General John Cook, Commanding Military De-
partment of Illinois.

Van Meres, H—Assistant Surgeon 114th Illinois, Septem- §
ber 1,1862; Surgeon, Aungust 14, 1863; mustered-out August 3,
1865.

Waurr, SEERIDAN-—Major and Assistant Adjutant-General staff
of General Oglesby. Adjutant-General State of Illinois.

WiLson, ROBERT—Sergeant 8th Illinois, 3 months service;
Captain, Company I, 8th Illinois Infantry, 3 years service, July
25, 1861-October 20, 1862.

# ResoLvED. That we, the Soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic, recog-
izing the power of the prineiples of association, do hereby pledge ourselves, each
{0 the other, to render all material aid and assistance in supplying the wants of the
Fwidow and the fatherless, and in furnishing employment to the poor, and to those
wounded and disabled in tha service of our common country.

i " «“ResoLvED. That as we have stood by the Government at the peril of our lives
in war, so will we make it ever out care that no known enemy of our country shail
wield power in the Republic, but the same arms which defended ite sanctuary against
jopen violence, will protect it unflinchingly against all secret machinations, and
Bover Iny down cur weapons until peace based on the principles of universal lib-
erty shall be assured.

In its issue of July 13, 1866, the Illinois Journal, Springfield,
said, editorially, in an article headed—

¢ “ResoLveED. That treason consummated in rebellion is a crime of the most ma-
Elignant nature, and that every possible guarantee should be d ded by all branch
Pof the Governmept against the rash admission to place and power of those who were
f active participants in rebellion, and thereby forfeiled the rights of American citizens;
Rand that we, the soldiers of the nation who fought for supremacy of the national
suthority, have a right to demand that the safety of the Republic should be heid
f Paramount to all other considerations by the Executive and Congress.”

o

“GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.”

“ The proceedings of the Convention of the Grand Army of the Republic, which
met in this city yesterday, will be found on the fourth page, and will command gen-
eral attention. The aitendance was quite large, and all arms of the military service
were fully and ably represented; indeed. among the delegates to the convention, we
observe many of the most distinguished men who took part in the war for the Union
from the Btate of Illinois. The sessions of the convention were private,
understand that the utmost harmony and good feeling prevailed. i

“From the resolutions reported by Mujor-General Hurlbat, it will be observed
that the object of the organization is not political in a fiere party sense, butl is to .
render &1l material aid and assistance in supplying the wants of the widow and the
fatherless, and in furnishing employment to the poor, and to those wounded in the
service of our common country.”

but we

- Letters were read from Governor_Fletcher, of Missouri, and
Governor Oglesby, of Illinois. .
k> Governor Fletcher said:. “I most heartily approve of the ob-
[ jects of your organization, and can assure you that it is worthy
B of the highest regard and most enthusisstic support of American
j soldiers.”
. . . . Governor Oglesby said: “ Every feeling of my heart and every
a ci&]c{{_gﬁaﬂlﬁnson_ catl.l ed thi meetmgb:; (;zdar’ and appointed ; f: Purpose of my will is to promote the interests and happiness of
s eo o;ntlhe z ;nnv :,:ﬁz':?& ion, who repor e following as offi- the soldier. He is the friend of his country—he is my friend,
X . . . . and under all circumstances and at every hazard, I am his. You
a fre;;:d(-ant, G? OIOm;I Walter B. M, of .Chufa.go ; Vice-Presi- will always find me, a8 you have found me, energ,etically laboring
ents, Major-General B. M. Prentiss and Brigadier-Gieneral James for the success and promotion of the welfare of the soldiers of
M. True; Secretary, Major Robert M. Woods, of Springfield ; As- our country.” .
sistant Secrefaries, Captain Thomas M. Thompson, of Chicago Pa ) \ s
. - 0 L + , : rmanent '
and Private Fred, 1. Hall, of Chicago ; Senfinel Ticatenant B F. " follow?en officers of the Department of Illinois were slected
Hawkes. : . o ’
Hawkes
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found, and it seems impossibly
to obtain' a full ard corre
roster of Posts established iy
1866-1867. No.report was mads
to the National Encampment
which met in Philadelphia in
January, 1868. But in 1869,
General Thomas O. Osborn, who
bad succeedsd Gomeral Palmer]
a8 Department Commander, re-
ported the. existence of about
340 Posts, .

In Aprii, 1867, Adjutant-
General Webber, Quartermas-
ter-General Snyder, and Assist-’

Guxkran JorN COOK. ant Adjutant'General Ligﬁfoot

. resigned their positions on the

Department Staff, and Colonel Daniel Grass, of Springfield, was
appointed Assistant Adjutant-Generall The later record of the’
Department will be found under the head of IrLrvors.

;*i|. ﬁd P. H. Conkling were detailed as clerks at Headquarters,
prY 0 sorved alter Major Stephenson became Adjutant-(General
v jutant-GBnera.l R. M. Woods advanced the funds necessary for
P enses at Headquarters, and financial assistance was also given
B other comrades. The Department of Indiana supplied Major
Bephenson with blank charters, rituals and regulations. .

n October, 1866, Departments had been formed in Illinois,
fisoonsin, Indiana, Jowa and Minnesota, and Posts in Ohio,
: ouri, Kentueky, Arkansas, District of Columbis, Massachu-
fetta, New York and Penngylvania. .

f The Constitution, amended at Springfield, presori'be(!. that
Bach Department should have but two repreaenta.tive_s in the
National Organization, but it was manifestly impracticable to
Bhen organize upon that basis, and the General Orders {Chapter
§), convening a National Convention at Indiana.polis,_Noyembet
00, called for ropresentation from Posts and by Distriet and
Pepartment Officers,

. The election of & Department Commander by fhe Springfield
Convention relieved Major Stephenson of any further responsi-
bility for the work of organization in Illinois, and he turned his
attention to other States, acting as Commander-in-Chiéf, without
other authority than that first assumed, as the organizer of the
Grand Army of the Republic. ]

General Webber and Colonel Snyder gave their attention more
_particnlarly to the Department of Illinois, and the principal labor
elsewhere devolved upon Adjutant-General Robert M. Woods, |
who visited Columbus, Ohio, 8t. Louis, Missouri, and other
points, to arrange for the organization of Departments, having
previously gone to Madison, Wisconsin, for the same purpose.
Colonel Snyder organized the Department of Minnesota. :

The limits of authority for forming Posts had not been os- 3
pecially defined, and Posts, and Department officers, and members,
organized Posts wherever the opportunity was presented, in many
cases without even reporting such action to Headquarters, which
necessarily occagioned confusion in the assignment of Posts to]
their proper numerical positions, already complicated by the
numbering in Districts. Comrades Fred. L Dean, J. A. Kuykea-




CHAPTER V.

THE NaTioNaL ENCAMPMENT

OF THE
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
FIRST SESSION,

Inpranaporis, NoveEMBer 20, 1866.

The first National Convention was held in pursuance of the
following :

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUSRLIC,
SPRINGFIELD, ILLIFOIB, October 81st, 1866. }
GENERAL ORDER: No. 18.

A National Convention of the Grand Army of the Republic i3 hereby ordered
convene at Indianapolis, Indiana, at 10 o’clock, on Tuesday, the twentieth day of No
vember next, for the purpoee of perfecting the National organization, and the
action of such other business as may come before the Convention.

The ratio of representation shall be as follows: Fach Post shall be entitled to o8
represenmtlve, and when the membership exceeds one hundred, to one additional reg
resentative, and in the same ratio for every additional one hundred or fractional ped
thereof. 1

All Department and District Officers, ezo_ﬂ!aw shall be members of said Convel
tion.

All honorably discharged soldiers and sailors, and thoee now serving in the Armf
desirous of becoming members of the Grand Army of the Republie, are respectf )
invited to attend the Convention. 1

All comrades are requested to wear the ““blue,” with corps badges, ctc.

’ B. F. STEPHENSON,
= Commander-in chief,
OFFICIAL : G A R, U. 8
J. C. WEBBER,
j't-Gen’l, Dep't thow.

The meeting was held in Morrison’s Opera House, which b
been tastefully decorated for the occasion. The baitle-flags
Indiana regiments were displayed upon the stage, and portraits
distinguished military chieftains and civilians wers a.rranged
the balconies and walls.

Commander-in-chief B. F. Stephenson called the conventmn
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i
Jor. Colonel John M. Snyder was appointed Secretary, and

—— e Ml . -
Noneral Jules C. Webber, Illinois, and Major %Indl'
s Assistant Secretaries.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED.

Ox CrEDENTIALS—A. L. Chetlain, Illinois ; W. H. MeCoy, Ohio;
’ Edwin Dudley, District of Columbia; Clayton McMickael,
Pe sylvai{?s—;-.-fohn.s. Cavender, Missouri; T. B. Fairleigh, Ken-
oky ; J. B. McKean, New York; T. J. Anderson, Kansas; Robt.
Catterson, Arkansas ; J. F. Gwynne, Wisconsin; A. P. .I}E_a‘l_x-
r, fowa; M. C. Garber, Indiana.
On PeruanNENT ORGANIZATION—S. A. Hurlbut, Illinois; H. T.
IBurge, Kentucky ; F. T. Ledergerber, Missouri; Clayton McMi-
fhael, Pennsylvania; Chas. G. Mayers Mayers, Wisconsin ; William Van-
ver, Iowa; L. Edwin Dudley, District of Columbis; August
illich, Ohio; M. C. Garber, Indiana.
CoxszrTuTioN aNp Br-Laws—H. K. Milward, Kentucky; B. G-
fPeltus, - Pennsylvania; John G. Kelley, Pennsylvania; E. F.
ichneider, Ohio ; Chester Harding, Missouri; T. O. Qsbora, Illi-
Mois ; Lemuel D. Price, Iowa; Charles Cruft, Iudia;na.; Richard
Leator, Wisconsin, -
he Committee on Credentials reported representatives pres-
88 follows : District of Columbia, 1; Illinois, 34 ; Indiana, 148;
towa, 6; Kansas, 1; Kentucky, 3; Missouri, 9; New York, 1;
Ohio, 15; Pennsylvania, 3; Wisconsin, 7; total, 228. The names
Bl representatives marked present will be found in the appendix.
¥ The Committee on Permanent Organization reported the fol-
gowing Officers for the Convention : President, John M. Palmer,
fllinois.  Vice-Presidents—Thos. C. Fletcher, Missouri; RobE S.
. ]'oster, Indiana; William O. Ryan, Towa; Robt. F. Catterson, Ar-
xansas ; J, B. McKean, New York ; John G. Kelley, Pennsy|vania;
K. Proudfit, Wisconsin ; B. F. Stephenson, Illinois ; T. B. Fair-
igh, Kentucky; August Willich, Ohio. Secretary, L. Edwin
udley, District of Columbia. Assistant Secretaries— Daniel
: mley, Indiana; Clayton McMichael, Pennsylvania; F. T. Led-
B *tRerber, Missouri; Chas. G. Mayers, Wisconsin; F. M. Thomp-
f son, Minois. Chaplain, Rev. John H. Lozier, Indiana. =F
g Oeneral Palmer was then escorted to the chair, and made an
lﬁ_nddressme objects of the Grand Army of the Republie.
Additional committees wers appointed as follows:
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Worg anp. RrTuar—J. L, Wilgon, Indiana; F. T. Ledergerbod
Missouri; B. F. Stephenson, Illinois; Clayton McMichael, Peny
sylvania; W Vanﬁever, Towa ; H. K. Milward, Kentucky; Chag
G. Mayers, Wisconsin ; J. L. Greene, Ohlo.

REesoLuTroxns—John Mc_b@}, Missouri; Charles Case, Indians
R. G. Feltus, Pennsylvania; A, P, Alezander, Iowa; J. K. Proud

_fit, Wisconsin; A, L. Chetlain, Illinois ; T.B. Fairleigh, Ken:
tucky; T. T. Taylor, Ohio,

8 speedy adjustment and payment of all lawful claims against the Govern-
# due soldiers and sailors and their friends.
That in our opinion ne man is worthy to be a free citizen of a free country
Is not willing to bear arms in its defense, and we therefore suggest to Congress
: passage of & law making it the inexorable duly of every citizen to defend his
Buntry in lime of need, in person and not by substitute.
[Birth, Thot as a matter of justice and right, and because the sacrifices made and
ars encountered by the Union soldiers and sailors who served in the late war for
preservation of the country, cannot ever be fully repaid, we respectfully ask that
' . pee in authority bestow upon needy and worthy soldiers and sailors such positions
The committees on Constitution and on Work and Ritual afte b bonor and profit as they may be competent to ill; and while we seck nothing for

wards presented reports recommending sundry amendménts to the Juracives, or m"fﬂ;’; our m“}':g‘fh:h(’ are “b::i;"n "::i:h":; ti]:le':z::::f:i’t;e i‘;;a:::
Constitution and the Ritual. The titls of the Constitation Wag] : j' cially ask the attention of President Tolinson b his policy * heretofore declared
ehanged to “ Rules and Regulations.” Representation in Nationa e this subject. -

Encampments was fixed on the basis of one representative at large b

from each Department, and one representative for each one thou-
sand members therein. The Grand (afterwards Department) Com
mander, Senior and Junior Vice-Grand Commanders were- consti:
tuted ex officio members. District organizations were retained, buf}
without representation in Department Encampments. Depa
ment Encampments were to be composed of one delegate for eve
25 members of the several Posts therein.

u'.l'he “Veteran Brotherhood” of Kansas, and the “Soldiers
Bnd Sailors Union ” of New York, were invited by resolution to
Hoin the Grand Army of the Republic.

fi- The following were elected officers of the National Encamp-
fment :

B Commander-in-Chief, 8. A. Huspor, Illinois; Senior Vice-
Qommander-in-Chief, . B. McKran, New York; Junior Vice-
\Wommander-in-Chief, R. 8. FosTer, Indiana; Adjutant-General,
B, F. SrepreNsox, Illinois; Qiartermaster-General, AvavsT Wir-
"cn, Ohio ; Surgeon-Greneral, D. C. McNEm, Jowa; Chaplain,
PVILLiam A, Prie, Missouari; Council of Administration—J. K.
WROUDFIT, Wisconsin ; WILLiaM VanpEvER, Towa; T. O. Ospory,
fllinois ; T. C. FrercaEs, Missouri; T. T. TavLor, Ohio; H. K.
MiLwiRD, Kentucky; F.J. Brauars, New York: Natman Kix-
PMLL, Indlans ; CLayToN McMICHAEL, Pennsylvania.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

‘We, the representatives of the Soldiers and Sailors of the military and naval se
ice of the United States, during the late war against traitors, re-affirming our devotion]
to these States, the Constitution and the laws of our country, and our abhorrence off
treason and oppression; Resolve, A

Férst, That the Grand Army of the Republic is organized to maintain in civil I
those great principles for which it stood in arms under the national flag; that it stands]
pledged to crush out active treason, to advance and support loyalty, to secure sound]
constitutionsl liberty to all men, and to vindicate everywhere, and at all times, the]

~ fuil and complete rights of every loyal American citizen, against all combinations of - A public meeting was held in the evening, presided over by
force or fraud that may attempt to deny or deprive them of such rights,

Socond, That we pladgs all th 4o which, & todiviinals of as st General Palmer. The War Crovernor of Indisna, OLIvir P. Mog-
. at we p. 8 power an luence ch, a8 Vi or ; 1 '~H . - - . s —_
association, we can legitimately yield, in the most especial manrer to those gallank) s, wm ePt usiastically received, the audience rising and greet
men who stood fast by the country in the hour of its agony, in the Rebellious Stats QRIng him with hearty cheers. N
and who, through all manner of losses and ixjuries, persecutions by force and persect: B Governor Morton expressed the great pleasure he felt in ex-
tions under color of law, maintained their integrity and vindicated their loyalty; and i g, on behalf of the State of Indiana, a welcome to the
we solemnly declare that no power that we can use shall be neglected until they ardg me : -
thoroughly and completely protected in the sctive exercise of every right of Americas mbers of the Gmnd' A'my of the Repubhc. He said t:g
freemen, through the entire couniry over which our flag floats. Ay had saved the nation, and the result of the struggle h
T'ird, That Congress, in justics and not in charity, should pass a law equalizin, bown it to be the grandest army of any nation in the world, a
In a just manner, the bounties of all Union Soldiers and Sailors. oitizen army which understood well the cause for which they
Fourtk, That we now, as heretofore, pledge ourselves to use our best endeavors E dyow their swo rds. “The coun try is now in a transition pen' od,
Mare truly so than at any other time. Wae are in the midst of a

’ procure appropriate State and national legisiation for the education and mai
of the orphans and widows of our deceased comrades, and maimed brethren, and
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revolution, not outside of the constitution, but such as ocenn
within constitutions.” Referring again to the serviees of the o)
diers, he said: “ The gratitude of the Government is due to the
men who saved if, and that gratitude, he believed, would grow
stronger and stronger as years increase. The crippled and
maimed soldiers will be nourished and protected, and the apo-
thegm that ‘republies are ungrateful’ proven false in the ease of
America, which will take care of those to whom it owes its nation-
al existence.” ]

General Palmer feelingly replied to the remarks of Governor
Morton, and said that every soldier had learned to know and re-)
spect him as their friend, and a hopeful believer in the suc-
cess of the Republic even in the darkest hours. He aaid that
Governor Morton would be ever gratefully remembered by the
people for his services during the war.

Addresses were made by General Hurlbut, General August
Willich, and General H. D. Washburn. —

The officers elected at Indianapolis were all representative sol-
diers, whose names and influence at a period free from the all-per-
vading political excitement, would certainly have secured the
fullest confidence of the veterans of the country and assured sue-
cess from the first,

General SterAEN A. HurLBUT, Commander-in-Chief, was bor
in Charleston, South Carolina, November 29, 1815, He studied
law in the office of Judge James L. P‘e_ﬂ_igru, in Charleston, and
entered into practice in that city. He exlisted as & Sergeant with
a volunteer company in the Florida War, and before the term ex-
pired was assigned fo staff duty as Lieutenant. In 1847 he e
moved to Belvidere, Boone county, Illinois, and immediately se-
cured a lucrative law practice. !

He was a leading member of the Illincis convention in 1847}
and presidential elector on the Whig ticket in 1848, He served in
the State Legislature in 1859-1861, and again in 1867. At the;
outbreak of the Rebellion he commanded a local militia company
at Belvidere, and was at Springfield when the first call was made
for troops. He telegraphed his company, asking them to enlist,
and they responded almost to a man, becoming Company B, 15th
Illinois Infantry. Early in 1861 he had visited Charleston npon &
special mission at the request of President-elect Abraham Lincoln.
His old preceptor, Judge Pettigru, strongly opposed the secession

GRroTP OF NaTional, OQrFiczrs, 1866.
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State, and during the whole period of the Rebellion was un-
pg in his devotion to the Union.
pn May 27, 1861, Captain Hurlbat was commissioned by the
Bident Brigadier-General United States Volunteers, and was
placed on duty in Missouri, where his vigorous measures in
ng the community responsible for wrecking railroad trains,
his order freeing the slaves within his command, gave offense
' earnest defenders of the Union. He was afterwards placed
i vimand of the 4th Division, Army of the Tennessee, and was
B Krat to debark at Pittsburg landing. In the battle of Shiloh
X 1but’s Division held the key-point of the battle-field against
Bt odds, repulsing the enemy's frequent attacks, until, when
gked, he was compelled to retire, doing so in good order and
RBataining his division and brigade organizations intact.
Wor bravery and skill at Shiloh he was promoted Major-Gen-
L' - Aftor the evacuation of Corinth he was placed in command
Fihe 16th Army Corps, and had command at Memphis, Tennes-
He was in command of the Department of the Gulf in 1864~
, succeeding General Banks, and was mustered-ont of service
‘ 5’_\20, 1865. He resumed practice at Belvidere until 1869, when
appointed by President Grant Minister of the United States
ota, United States of Columbia. He returned home in 1872,
scted to Congress, and was re-slected in 1876. He was ap-
Binted by President (Garfield Envoy Extracrdinary to the Repub-
£ Peru. He died of paralysis of the heart in Chili, March 27,
32 His body was brought to his home at Belvidere, Illinois,
Eifterment.

Lom

T e o e o

By

i00lonel James B, McKEAN, Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,
3 born: in Hoosic, Rensselaer county, New York, Angust 5, 1821.
g his infaney his parents removed to and settled upon the
. field of Baratoga. When he was twenty-three years of age

. I_Belected Colonel of the 144th Regiment, New York State
flibia, and so served for a number of years, He studied law,
88 sdmitted to practice in 1849, and thereafter followed his pro-
B¥on at Saratoga Springs. In 1858 he was elected Representa-
in Congross for the 15th District, New York State, and was
oted in 1860, and served until after the battle of Bull Run,
be returned to his home, and issued to his constituents a
and patriotic appeal, following that by offering his own
in any way he could be most nseful. The 77th New York
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Yolunteer Regiment was at once formed, and he was tendered ang
accepted command, leaving with his regiment for the front in N
vember,1861. He remained in command until July 23, 1863, whe
he was compelled to resign by reason of long-continned suffering
from malaria eontracted in the service, and from which he neveg
fully recovered. While in the-field he participaied with his com)
mand in several battles and skirmishes, notably that of Mechanies
ville, when the regiment made a dashing and successful charge
In 1865, being still in iil health, he was sent by President Lincoln
to Spanish America on a mission relating to the ratification of
treaty with the Government of Honduras, and afterwards Mr,
Seward, Seoretary of State, tendered him the position of Consufl
to San Domingo, which he declined. In1870 President Grant ap 1
pointed him Chief Justice of Utah, in which office he served fi ter in Eastern New York. He entered the service as a pri-
yeoars, after which he practiced his profession in Salt Lake Ci Nate in the 9th Ohio, but his military training brought him quick
until his decease, January 5, 1879, He was buried in Salt Laks] fpromotion, first as Adjutant and then Major. He was then trans-
City, and his wife, Kate Hay McKean, survived him but nineteen farred to Indiana, and commissioned Colonel 32d Indiana Volun-
days. A leading newspaper in Salt Lake City said of him, in sn goars. Was promoted to be Brigadier-General, July 17, 1862, for
nouncing his decease : *“ Friends and enemies alike remember him} Bonspicuous gallantry in leading a brilliant charge at Pittsburgh
a8 the courtly and cultured gentleman, the pure patriot, the fanding. It is claimed that he gave the orders for the storming
blameless cifizen, the sincere and unaffected Christian, He wad} ot Mission Ridge on finding that his men could not remain in
ever calm, heroic, and sélf-sustained, kindly in his nature, uni ahe positions assigned them. He was brevetted Major-General,
versal in his sympathies, and above the follies of common human- Weotober 21, 1865, and mustered-out January 15, 1866. He com-
ity. His connection -with the Grand Army of the Repubiic i anded a brigade in 2d Division, 14th Army Corps, the 8d Divis-
stated in the account of the Department of New York. ion, 4th Army Corps, and 2d Division, 20th Army Corps. At

nco he was badly wounded in the shoulder, which prevented
Purther service in the field. His record was remarkably brilliant.
e is now deceased.

. 3 of Longstrest’s Corps, which had broken through the lines

Fiho cavalry. ;
B (Jencral Foster was on duty on the Military Commission for
Bs trial of the Conspirators charged with the assassination of
Brasident Lincoln. Brevetted Major-General March 13,1865 ; re-
med from the service September, 1865. Has since been in busi-
s in Indianapolis. Was Provisional Commander, Department
BF Indiana, Grand Army of the Republic, 1866, and Department
Bommander, 1868.

General AUGUST WILLIOH, Quartermaster-General, was born in
Wastorn Prussia, and received a thorough military education, He
me to the United States in 1853, and for a time worked as a car-

RoseeT 8. Fosrer, Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, entered]
the service as Taptain, Company A, 11th Indiana Zouaves. Os
July 3, 1861, he was commissioned Major of the 13th Indiana, and]
wag engaged in the battle of Rich Mountain, West Virginia, andy
commanded his regiment ag Lientenant-Colonel in the battle of
Winchester. He commanded a Division during the siege of Suf
foik, was promoted Brigadier-Genersl, June, 1863, and was then]
actively engaged in Virginia, He commanded a Brigade during
the siege of Forts Wagner and Sumter, South Carolina. Onj
being transferred to Virginia he was for a time Chief of Staff, 10th]
Army Corps, Army of the James, and again of the 24th Corps
He had also command of a Division in the 10th Corps, and during
the pursuit of Lee's army commanded the 1st Division, 24th Arm}
Corps, which, on the morning of April 9, was placed across the
Lynchburg road and met and repaised Gordon and Field’s Divis

- Major D. C. McNEm, Surgeon-General, was born in Spring-
fleld, Illinois, January 16, 1825. He served in the Mexican War.
AL the outbreak of the Rebellion he was Captain of an independ-
ent company at De Witt, fowa, and waa afterwards appointed
EOaptain 1st United States Lancers. Was appointed Assistant
8 Burgoon, 15th Towa, August 19, 1862, and resigned in May, 1863.
In Fabruary, 1865, he was appointed Assistant Surgeon, 2d United
g States Volunteer Infantry, and afterward Surgeon; munstered-out
¢ Novomber 6, 1865. Is now at Oseceola, Missouri.

E. General WiLLiam A. PriE, elected Chaplain, entared the service
‘. 1861 as Chaplain 1st Missouri Infantry. Was afterwards ap-
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pointed Colonel 534 Missouri Volunteers, Brigadier- :

from December 26, 1863, and Brevet Ma.jor-Generalg, A;;lc:)enl?
Mustered-out August 24, 1865.- After the war he was e,I.ec ~h;
Me.mber of Congress from the First District, Missouri. Was 'I
pointed by President Grant Minister to Venézuela, and after a fe

yoars of service resigned to engage in busin i ivi
b 0 r ess. He is now g
in California, fivieg

CHAPTER VL

.

.MINiSTRATION OF COMMANDER-IN.CHIEF 8. A. HURLBUT.-
i SECOND ANNUAL SESSION,” PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 15, 1868

. HEADQUARTERS were retained at Springfield, under the charge
ot Adjutant-General Stephenson.

General Hurlbut, engrossed in his own affairs, was unable to
fdovote the time required for personal supervision or direction of
the work at Headquarters during this, probably the most critical
Pperiod in the history of the Grand Army of the Republic, and
g though Adjutant-General Stephenson was thoroughly devoted to
¥ihe Order, it was evident that he greatly lacked in the requisites
Efor the methodical conduct of office business.

Applications for advice, instructions, and requisitions for sup-
plies, were not promptly attended to, and the work of organiza-
Etion was thus greatly retarded. The larger Departments found
‘it necessary to print Rituals, Rules and other supplies for their
Posts.

‘The failure to convene the National Encampment daring the
$ Year gave occasion for comsiderable criticism, and a number of
fleading comrades felt it mecessary to strongly advise the Com-
t mander-in-chief of the evil consequences of such delay.

A conference of influential members was held in Philadelphia
to consider this matter, and the consent of Senior Vice-Command-
¥er-in-chief McKean was obtained to a proposition that he should
8- himself convene the Encampment if another appeal to Headquar-
E tors should pass unheeded. The necessity for such action was,

however, averted by the issue of the following:

GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS GEAND ARMY OF TEE REPUBLIC,

- No. 48. ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
SrRINGPIELD, ILLINOIS, December 2, 1867,

% It is hereby ordered that the annual meeting of the Grand Army of the Republie
= Dbeheld in the city of Philadelphia on the 15th day of January, 1868.

The attention of Department C ders is very respectfully called to Section

[¥4- One, Article Sixteen, Rules and Regulations of the Order, and they are hereby re-
3 Qnired to call & meeting of their respective Departments, if not already done, prior

[72)
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to said meeting, in order that they may elect their delegates in accordance with sef with extreme diffidence, feeling himself, as he does, unable to do the
Article, and. be fully represen a3 business of importance will be presen i it deserves. . ‘

meeting. i e o P ted to g jmu:i;ring of 1668 a few patriot.s. deepI.y feeling the importance of organ-
By order of STEPHEN A. HURLBUT, B'a grand association of the gallant Union soldiers and sailors ot. the late terrible
. Commander-in-Chief, Hon, for tha purpose of fostering fraternal relations, and keeping alive the zeal
- B. F. STEPH‘:ENSON, am and devotion to our country, and shove all for the purpose of mutual
N T Adjutant-General, and assistance in clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, and furnishing
. Beement to destitute, sick and wounded comrades, and caring for the w;ldlows
- s : 1qe B enhans lant dead, formed their plans, and publicly calling on in-
The meeting was held in the Assembly Buildings, southwes ted, on. tzz (;;rmgndlay of July, 1866, met i: Convention in the Representatives
corner Tenth and Chestnut strests, Philadelphia. Commande B ta the State capitol at Springfield, Ills., and then, and there, formed the aucleus
in-chief Hurlbut presided. Bé grand organization hers represented in Conventlon, and which, from that
— ! Shle origin now extends an influence of grest power throughout nearly every

46 and Territory in our country. .
BYour present Adjutant-General was honored by the appointment as Provisional
B mandsr-in-Chief. With but crude materials at his command (mere local influ.
and but little pecuniaty means) aided by a few noble workers, he succeeded in
B months in establishing Provisional Departments in several Btates and Terri-
S%a, and placing them in good working order. The Boys in Blue saw the impor-
fee of the Organization, and sa they flew to arms when Sumter fell, so did they soon
Piip our ranks.  But the material was cruds, our ranks but as raw recruits, and the
nee of 5 more thorough organization waa keenly felt. So the first National
ation was called to convene in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., on the 20th day
ovember, 1868, and then and there the Grand Army of the Republic received its
Wi official recognition. The officers for the current year were elected, a Council of
B Inistiation appointed, a Constitution and Regulations adopted, and the noble
#5; with its precious freight of charity and fraternal love, with the stars and stripes
Bilad to the mast, was launched upon the great sea of human events, and right
Bbly has the gallant bark done duty since that time; though she has pamed through

COMMITTEE ON CRBEDENTIALS.

Joshua T. Owen, Pennsylvania; James G. Blunt, Kansas

—

Henry B. Banning, Ohio; Geo. W. Palmer, New York ; and Rob
W. Smith, Tlinois. : -

DEPARTMENTS BEPRESENTED.

Conneecticut, 6 ; Delaware, 4; Illinois, 36; Indiana, 22; Tow:
6; Kansas, 2; Maine, 6; Massachusetts, 4; Maryland, 5; Michi.
gan, 2; Minnesota, 5; Missouri, 7; New Hampshire, 3; New
York, 14; New Jersey, 5; Ohio, 34; Pennsylvania, 8; Potomac, §;
Rhode Island, 5; Tennesses, 3; Wisconsin, 4. Total, 21 Depa
ments and 186 Representatives. '

The report of the Committee on Credentials was referred back] = ot :'31"«1 by those wh;n .:;:f; have boan her ﬁh:hd:gt;;’fff,; mw. and
with instructions—I1st, on motion of Comrade Moorehouse, off . » » » - - » » . .
Kansas, to omit the military titles of comrades; and, 2d, on mo Wrom informstion derived from numerous letters received daily at my office from
tion of Comrade D. E. Sickles, New York, to receive the names off ery part of our land, I am highly gratified in stating my belief that our organiza-
v “ex officio members.” It is not shown what names, if any were s rapidly gaining in strength aud importance, sud through its instrumentality

nds of starving widows and orphans have been fed gpd clothed, while other
nds of our poor, helpless, crippled comrades have been placed in positions
they could earn their own bread, who, but for our instrumentality, would
Taft to seck their support from the cold hand of charity, and the Union soldier
[@iadaing to beg. I would alsc state .that all the documents, files of correspondence,
! &c., remaining in my office, will be held subject to the requisition of my suc-

added to the amended report.
Adjutant-General Stephenson presented the following :

Py

REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL, G. A. R, U. §»*

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, "
SPRINGPIELD, ILLS, Jan. 10, 1868. 13 . » * » * » - » - »

i Revubis: . e In conclusion, I would offer my hearty congratulations for the unprecedented suc-
Ty the 0 of tho Grand Army Qf. m‘ o, through their repressntatives of our Organization, 80 dear to the heart of every patriot soldier, and earnestly
Nutional Convention assembled, greeting : 3 1 " harm actlo
The Adjutant General, in presenting this the first official report of the rise snd N o tho del o of this body may grove onlons, and sch ough.
d o wed as wiill power nod influence of our Order for good through.
progress of the glorious Order now rep din National Convention, approachel o Innd.mm develop the power uence of our r
Fraternally,

B. F. STEPHENSON.
Ad{tGen1G. A R, U.8.

*The MSS of this Teport was not a.mon%uu papers turned over. The abo
extract was copied from the flles of the “ Ohio Republic ” by Adj G 1 Chip
man. —AUTHOR.
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Government a definite and equitable number from thiz class of citizens be chosen
from the list of applicants, if shown to possess the requisite skill and fitness,

Resslved, That Congtess be requested to so frame the law as to protect our com,
rades now in civil employment of the Government from being discriminated againg
by those having the authority to remove them in any future reduction of the number
in such civil employment.

Resolped, That this resolution be engrossed, and & copy thereof certified and sent
to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, with
the request that they be laid before that honorable body as the sense of the citizen
soldiery of the country, and with the urgent petition that Senators and Represents
tives give this matter their early and earnest attention.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. ‘

s following were elected officers: Commal_lder-in—Chief, Jokn
n, Illinois ; Senior Viee-Commander-in-Chief, Joshua T..
ennsylvania; Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Jos. R.
sy, Connecticut ; Adjutant-General, N. P. Chipman, Potomac;
or-Cleneral, Edward Jardine, New Jersey; Quartermaster-
gral, T. C. Campbell, Ohio; Surgeon-General, Dr. John Bell,
« Chaplain-General, Rev. A. H. Quint, Massachusetts.

¥

COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.

Jornecticut, E. W. Whitaker ; Tllinois, Julius ¢. White ; Indi-
‘, Qhas. Cruft; Iowa, Thos. 1. Sanders; Kansas, Jno. A_;l/:[i).;-_
B 1.onisiana, H. C. Warmouth ; Maryland, A. W. Denison;
me, M. T. Wentworth; Massachusetts, A. S, Cushman ; Michi-
gsWilliam Phelps; Minnesota, J. A. Ege; Missounri, T. C.
ehor ; New Hampshire, D. J. Vaughn; New Jersey, G. Cum-

Comrade E. Y. Goldsborough, of Maryland, presented the fol-
lowing preamble and resolutiors, which were adopted :

‘Whereas, arrangements are being perfected by Siate legislation and otherwise to
inter in the Antietam National Cemetery the remains of those rebels who were killed
in the vicinity of said cemetery; and,

‘Whereas, wa feel that respect to our fallen comrades requires us to oppose any !
sach movement, and to protect their ashes from. insult: Therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Grand Army of the Republic, in convention assembled, That we < 1 anning : P -
demand from Congress such legislation as will forever prevent the burial, in any of New York, T}ws ; Ohio, H. EE.—&’ san
the national cemeteries. of any person other than the deceased soldiers and sailors of Aanin, Jno. F, Hartranft; Potomac, N. P. M H R_h(’de
the Republic, for whom they were intended, by placing said cemeteries under the jnd, James Shaw, Jr.; Tennesses, H. D. Grant; Wisconsin, J.
control of the general Government, or by such other mode as to them shall seem best oudfit.
to accomplish the object herein sought. B P

Resolved, That copies of this preamble and resolutions be forwarded to the Presi-
dent of the Senate of the United States and the Speaker of the House of Representa
tives for the immediate sction of said bodies. 1

Resolutions were adopted thanking General J. P. C. Shanks, |
Indiana, for the introduction of a bill in Congress to furnis

abled soldiers and sailors requiring them, artificial Kmbs at the
axpense of the United States; to the Common Council of Phila-
delphia for the use of their chamber in Independence Hall for the
closing meetings of the Encampment; and heartily commending
the proposition to erect a National Monument at Springfield to
the memory of the martyred President, Abraham Lincoln,

The Untox LeacUE of Philadelphia extended a courteons invi-
tation to the Encampment to visit the Leagne House. The secre-
tary, George H. Boker, in forwarding the invitation, said: * The
freedom of our house is offered to your members individually, at
all times, during the sessions of your useful and patriotic conven-
tion in this city.” ]

The thanks of the Encampment were tendered the Union
League for their hospitality.
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